
UG CBCS Course Structure* 

Department of Political Science 

Diamond Harbour Women’s University 

2022 

SEMESTER COURSE 

CODE 
TITLE OF THE COURSE TYPE OF 

THE 

COURSE
** 

CONTACT HOURS PER WEEK CRE
DITS 

MARKS 

Lecture Tutorial/
Others 

Total  

First PLS/CC/1

101 
Political Theory: 

Concepts 

 

Core-1 4 to 6 0 to 2 6 6 50 

PLS/CC/1

102 
Constitutional 

Government in India 

 

Core-2 4 to 6 0 to 2 6 6 50 

PLS/CC/1

103A 
Basics of Indian 

Constitution 

GE-1 4 to 6 0 to 2 6 6 50 

PLS/GE/1

103B 
Concepts and 

Theories in Political 

Science 

GE-2 4 to 6 0 to 2 6 6 50 

PLS/CC/1

103C 
Feminism: Theory 

and Practice 

GE-3 4 to 6 0 to 2 6 6 50 

UGHIS-

AECC-

104 

English/MIL AECC-
1 

   4 50 

Second PLS/CC/1

201 
Political Theory: 

Debates 

 

Core-3 4 to 6 0 to 2 6 6 50 

PLS/CC/1

202 
Politics in India: 

Structures and 

Processes 

 

Core-4 4 to 6 0 to 2 6 6 50 

PLS/GE/1

203A 
Political Thinkers: 

Indian and Western 

GE-4 4 to 6 0 to 2 6 6 50 

PLS/GE/1

203B 
Caste and Politics in 

India 

GE-5 4 to 6 0 to 2 6 6 50 

PLS/GE/1

203C 
Understanding 

Ambedkar 

GE-6 4 to 6 0 to 2 6 6 50 

UGHIS-
AECC-204 

Environment Studies AECC-
2 

   4 50 

Third PLS/CC/2

101 
Introduction to 

Comparative 

Core-5 4 to 6 0 to 2 6 6 50 



Government and 

Politics 

 
PLS/CC/2

102 
Perspectives on 

Public 

Administration 

Core-6 4 to 6 0 to 2 6 6 50 

PLS/CC/2

103 
Perspectives on 

International 

Relations and World 

History 

 

Core-7 4 to 6 0 to 2 6 6 50 

PLS/GE/2

104A 
India and the World GE-7 4 to 6 0 to 2 6 6 50 

PLS/GE/2

104B 
United Nations and 

Global Conflicts 

GE-8 4 to 6 0 to 2 6 6 50 

PLS/GE/2

104C 
The Nuclear World GE-9 4 to 6 0 to 2 6 6 50 

PLS/SEC/

2105A 
Academic Writing 

and Presentation 

SEC-1    4 50 

PLS/SEC/

2105B 
Group Discussion SEC-2    4 50 

Fourth PLS/CC/2

201 
Political Processes 

and Institutions in 

Comparative 

Perspectives 

Core-8 4 to 6 0 to 2 6 6 50 

PLS/CC/2

202 
Public Policy and 

Administration in 

India 

Core-9 4 to 6 0 to 2 6 6 50 

PLS/CC/2

203 
Global Politics Core-

10 
4 to 6 0 to 2 6 6 50 

PLS/GE/2

204A 
Political Sociology GE-10 4 to 6 0 to 2 6 6 50 

PLS/GE/2

204B 
Contemporary 

Political Economy 

GE-11 4 to 6 0 to 2 6 6 50 

PLS/GE/2

204C 
Politics of 

Globalization 

GE-12 4 to 6 0 to 2 6 6 50 

 PLS/SEC/

2205 
Applied Politics 

Project 

SEC-3    4 50 

Fifth PLS/CC/3

101 
Classical Political 

Philosophy 

Core-
11 

4 to 6 0 to 2 6 6 50 

PLS/CC/3

102 
Indian Political 

Thought - I 

Core-
12 

4 to 6 0 to 2 6 6 50 

PLS/DSE/

3103A 
Foundations of Peace 

and Conflict Studies 

DSE-1 4 to 6 0 to 2 6 6 50 

PLS/DSE/

3103B 
Foundations of 

Political Economy 

DSE-2 4 to 6 0 to 2 6 6 50 



PLS/DSE/

3103C 
Dilemmas in Politics DSE-3 4 to 6 0 to 2 6 6 50 

PLS/DSE/

3104A 
Nation and 

Nationalism 

DSE-4 4 to 6 0 to 2 6 6 50 

PLS/DSE/

3104B 
Women, Power and 

Politics 

DSE-5 4 to 6 0 to 2 6 6 50 

PLS/DSE/

3104C 
Understanding South 

Asia 

DSE-6 4 to 6 0 to 2 6 6 50 

Sixth PLS/CC/3

201 
Modern Political 

Philosophy 

Core-
13 

4 to 6 0 to 2 6 6 50 

PLS/CC/3

202 
Indian Political 

Thought - II 

Core-
14 

4 to 6 0 to 2 6 6 50 

PLS/DSE/

3203A 
India’s Foreign 

Policy in a 

Globalizing World 

DSE-7 4 to 6 0 to 2 6 6 50 

PLS/DSE/

3203B 
Political Sociology DSE-8 4 to 6 0 to 2 6 6 50 

PLS/DSE/

3203C 
Marxist Political 

Theory 

DSE-9 4 to 6 0 to 2 6 6 50 

PLS/DSE/

3204A 
Emerging Issues in 

the Study of Politics 

DSE-10 4 to 6 0 to 2 6 6 50 

 PLS/DSE/

3204B 
Foundations of Civil 

Society and 

Democracy 

DSE-11 4 to 6 0 to 2 6 6 50 

 PLS/DSE/

3204C 
Development Process 

and Social 

Movements in 

Contemporary India 

DSE-12 4 to 6 0 to 2 6 6 50 

         

 

Core Courses: 14*6 = 84 Credits 

General Elective: 4*6 = 24 Credits 

Discipline Specific Elective: 4*6 = 24 Credits 

Skill Enhancement Courses: 2*4 = 8 Credits 

Ability Enhancement Courses: 2*4 = 8Credits 

                                              Total = 148 Credits  
 

Total Marks:  1300 

 

* As per DHWU First Regulations, p. 33 

** List of Abbreviations Used 



Core = Core Course 

GE = General Elective Course 

DSE = Discipline Specific Elective Course 

AECC = Ability Enhancement Compulsory Course 

SEC = Skill Enhancement Course 

TBA = To be Announced (DSE Courses will be announced at the beginning of the 

concerned semester) 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



Semester I 

 

Political Theory: Concepts 

 

1. Politics: An Overview 

2. State; Sovereignty – Monist and Pluralist; Power and Authority--- types and linkages; 

3. Liberty (intra-liberty quarrels itself – Barker), Equality – interrelationship between liberty 

and equality; Rights. 

4. Justice (with special reference to Rawls and Nozick); Freedom. 

5.Democracy (with special reference to David Held); Authoritarianism. 

6.Citizenship. 

 

 

Readings: 

1. Bhargava, R and Acharya, A. (eds.) PoliticalTheory: An Introduction. 

 

2.Bellamy, R. (ed.) Theories and Concepts ofPolitics.  

 

3. Marsh, D. and Stoker, G. (eds.) Theory and Methods In Political Science.  

 

4. D. Held: Political Theory Today. 

 

5.D. Held: Models of Democracy. 

 

6.Andrew Heywood: The Basic Political Concepts. 

 

7.S. Ramaswamy: Political Theory--- Ideas and Concepts. 

 

8.S.P. Verma: Modern Political Theory. 

 

9. Dipak Kumar Das: Rajnitir Tatyokotha(in Bengali) 

 

10. Amal Roy Mohit Bhattacharyya-Political Theory: Ideas and Concepts. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



Constitutional Government in India 

1.Evolution of the Indian Constitution. Role of the Constituent Assembly--- debates 

(overview). The Preamble. 

2.Citizenship. Fundamental Rights and Duties. Directive Principles. 

3.Nature of Indian Federalism: Union-State Relations. 

4.Union Executive: President, Vice-President: election, position, functions, PrimeMinister, 

Council of Ministers, relationship of Prime Minister and President. 

5.Union Legislature: Rajya Sabha, Lok Sabha: Organisation, Functions – Lawmaking 

procedure, Parliamentaryprocedure, Privileges, Committee system. Speaker. 

6.Government in states: Governor, Chief Minister and Council of Ministers: position and 

functions – StateLegislature: composition and functions. 

7.Judiciary: Supreme Court and the High Courts: composition and functions – Judicial activism 

and Judicial Review. 

8.Constitutional amendment. Recommendations of different Commissions to Review the 

Working of theConstitution. 

 

 

Readings: 

Constitution of India: Government of India. 

G. Austin: The Indian Constitution. 

G. Austin: Working a Democratic Constitution 

S.K. Chaube: The Constituent Assembly--- Springboard of a Revolution (latest edition). 

M.V. Pylee: India’s Constitution. 

S.L. Sikri: Indian Government and Politics. 

S.C. Kashyap ed.: Perspectives on the Constitution. 

A.G. Noorani: Constitutional Question in India. 

G. Austin, (2010) ‘The Constituent Assembly: Microcosm in Action’, in The 

IndianConstitution: Cornerstone of a Nation,New Delhi: Oxford University Press, 15th print, 

pp.1-25. 

R. Bhargava, (2008) ‘Introduction: Outline of a Political Theory of the Indian Constitution’, in 

R. Bhargava (ed.) Politicsand Ethics of the Indian Constitution, New Delhi: Oxford University 

Press, pp. 1-40. 

D. Basu, (2012) Introduction to the Constitution of India, New Delhi: Lexis Nexis. 

Chatterjee, Sibranjan (1992) “Governor’s Role in the Indian Constitution”, New Delhi’ Mittal 

Publications. 

Chatterjee, Sibranjan (1998) “Restructuring Centre-State Relations: Sarkaria Commission and 

Beyond”, Calcutta, Minerva Publications. 

G. Austin, (2000) ‘The Social Revolution and the First Amendment’, in Working a 

DemocraticConstitution, New Delhi: 

Oxford University Press, pp. 69-98. 

B. Shankar and V. Rodrigues, (2011) ‘The Changing Conception of Representation: Issues, 

Concerns and Institutions’, inThe Indian Parliament: A Democracy at Work, New Delhi: 

Oxford University Press, pp. 105-173. 

V. Hewitt and S. Rai, (2010) ‘Parliament’, in P. Mehta and N. Jayal (eds.) The 

OxfordCompanion to Politics in India, NewDelhi: Oxford University Press, pp. 28-42. 

 

 

 

 



 

Basics of Indian Constitution 

 

 

The course is intended to provide an elementary understanding of the basic 

structure andfundamental concerns enshrined in the Constitution of India. 

Students from Natural and BiologicalSciences, Humanities and Social Sciences 

are encouraged to take up this paper in order to learn the basics of Indian 

Constitution. 

 

 

1. The philosophy of the Constitution: the Preamble 

2. Fundamental Rights, Fundamental Duties, Directive Principles of State Policy 

3. The Executive of India: President, Prime Minister, and the Council of Ministers 

4. The Legislature of India: Council of States and the House of the People 

5. The Judiciary of India: Supreme Court and the High Courts 

 

 

 

References: 

1) A. G. Noorani, Constitutional Questions and Citizens’ Rights. 

2) Alladi Krishnaswami Aiyer, Constitution and Fundamental Rights. 

3) Durga Das Basu, Introduction to the Constitution of India. 

4) Durga Das Basu, Shorter Constitution of India. 

5) Granville Austin, The Indian Constitution: Cornerstone of a Nation. 

6) Granville Austin, Working a Democratic Constitution: The Indian experience. 

7) J. C. Johari, Indian Government and Politics. 

8) M. V. Pylee, Constitutional Government in India. 

9) P. M. Bakshi, The Constitution of India. 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Concepts and Theories in Political Science. 

 



The course is intended to enable the students of various disciplines to acquire 

and develop anunderstanding of the elementary concepts and theories 

ofPolitical Science. 

 

1. Nature and Scope of Political Science 

2. Approaches to Political Science 

3. Theories of State: Origin and Nature 

4. Sovereignty: Meaning and Theories of Sovereignty 

5. Liberty, Equality, Justice and Rights 

 

 

References: 

Alan R. Ball, Modern Politics and Government 

Andrew Heywood, Political Theory: An Introduction 

C.E.M. Joad, Introduction to Modern Political Theory 

Chris Beasley, What is Feminism? 

E. Barker, Principles of Social and Political Theory 

N.P. Barry, An Introduction to Modern Political Theory 

Ralph Miliband, Marxism and Politics 

S. Ramaswamy, Political Theory: Ideas and Concepts 

Stephen L. Wasby, Political Science: The Discipline and Its Dimensions 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Feminism: Theory and Practice 

 
I. Approaches to understanding Patriarchy 

1. Feminist theorising of the sex/gender distinction. Biologism versus social 



constructivism 

2. Understanding Patriarchy and Feminism 

3. Liberal, Socialist, Radical feminism, Postmodern Feminism, Poststructural 

Feminism 

 

II. History of Feminism 

1. Origins of Feminist movements in the West 

2. History of Feminist movements in India: colonial and post-colonial period 

 

III. Gender Issues in contemporary India 

1. Gender Relations in the Family, Patterns of Consumption and Property 

Rights 

2. Understanding Woman’s Work and Labour – Sexual Division of Labour, 

Productive and 

Reproductive labour, Visible - invisible work – Unpaid (reproductive and care), 

Underpaid 

and Paid work, Methods of computing women’s work , Female headed 

households 

3. Gender and Violence 

 

 

Readings: 

Geetha, V. (2002) Gender. Calcutta: Stree. 

Geetha, V. (2007) Patriarchy. Calcutta: Stree. 

Jagger, Alison. (1983) Feminist Politics and Human Nature. U.K.: Harvester 

Press, pp. 25- 350. 

Ray, Suranjita. Understanding Patriarchy. Available 

at:http://www.du.ac.in/fileadmin/DU/Academics/course_material/hrge_06.pdf 

Lerner, Gerda. (1986)The Creation of Patriarchy. New York: Oxford University 

Press. 

Rowbotham, Shiela. (1993) Women in Movements. New York and London: 

Routledge, Section I, pp. 

27-74 and 178-218. 

Jayawardene, Kumari. (1986) Feminism and Nationalism in the Third World. 

London: Zed Books, pp. 

1-24, 71-108, and Conclusion. 

Forbes, Geraldine (1998) Women in Modern India. Cambridge: Cambridge 

University Press, pp. 1-150. 

Eisentein, Zillah. (1979) Capitalist Patriarchy and the Case for Socialist 

Feminism. New York: Monthly 

Review Press, pp. 271-353. 

Funk, Nanette & Mueller, Magda. (1993) Gender, Politics and Post-

Communism. New York and 



London: Routledge, Introduction and Chapter 28. 

Chaudhuri, Maiyatree. (2003) ‘Gender in the Making of the Indian Nation 

State’, in Rege, Sharmila. 

(ed.) The Sociology of Gender: The Challenge of Feminist Sociological 

Knowledge. New Delhi: Sage. 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Second Semester 

 

Political Theory: Debates 

 



1.Approaches I: Normative; Legal-Institutional; Empirical-Behaviouralism; 

SystemsAnalysis;StructuralFunctionalism. 

2. Approaches II: Liberalism; Social Welfarism; Neoliberalism. 

3. Approaches III: Postcolonial; Feminist. 

4.Marxist approach--- Dialectical Materialism and Historical Materialism. 

5. Key ideas: State an instrument of class coercion, Relative Autonomy of the 

State; Class and Class Struggle. 

6. Party--- Democratic Centralism; Lenin-Rosa Luxemburg debate; Revolution-

-- Lenin and Mao. Hegemony 

and Civil Society: Gramsci. 

 
Readings: 
K. Marx and F. Engels: The Communist Manifesto. 
V. I. Lenin: The State. 
John Gray: Liberalism. 
David McLellan: The Thought of Karl Marx. 
David McLellan: Marxism after Marx. 
Tom Bottomore ed.: A Dictionary of Marxist Thought. 
D. Riaznov ed.: The Communist Manifesto of Marx and Engels. 
M Cornforth: Dialectical Materialism. 
R. Miliband: Marxism and Politics. 

Laszek Kolakowski: Main Currents of Marxism (3 volumes). 
Ravi Kumar: Contemporary Readings in Marxism. 
Marxist Internet Archive: www.marxist.org 

R. Young: Postcolonialism: A Very Short Introduction. 
Richard Bellamy: Citizenship: A Very Short Introduction. 
Margaret Walters: Feminism: A Very Short Introduction. 
Arpita Mukhopadhyay: Feminisms. 
For Courses I and II: 

কালর্াাাার্া্া্ওিিও ্শএল�া্ রা্�কলর 

োলিরিওরবরািচ্ রাবলল্ (বড়া্খ�) 

ট্বটা ঃা্াাাা�য়্�াাজচ�া্ (অরুবাদঃা্িহাশ্োোাাাা) 

দলপক্কা ্দা�া্ (��াািদচ):  াজরলিচ ্চ�কথা্ (২া্খ�) 

োওাাাভরলাল্দত্ত : াাকর�লয়্ াািচা্ (২০০৬া্� ) 

োভালারাথ্ব�যাপাাযায় : ি �া্করেরাথর:��া লক্বসতবাদ ্(অরুবাদ) 

ৈাচািল্ব�া :  াজরলিওচা�া্া্া্অিভ�চাবাদল্াাচ� 

 াজ�া্ব�া া্া্া্বা�বল্�বচ�া্ (��াা): ��এ্াারবলিবদযা্ 

ওঅাাক্� কা :  াািব�াাঅওিভাার্ 

োওাাাভরলাল্দত্ত,  চখ ওা�রিওব, ো�া  লভও�াাাাযর: উত -

উপিরওববাদ্া্া্াাকর�বাদ 



োদবা িচ্ো�ত্ ওা্া্পা িচা্বযারািজর: িপচৃচ�া্কাহাক্বল ্(কলা্ভাি�র ্ 

What is Patriarchy- ্অরুবাদ) 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Politics in India: Structures and Processes 



 

1.Party system: features and trends – major national political parties in India: 

ideologies and programmes. 

Coalition politics in India: nature and trends. Political parties in West Bengal: 

Overview. 

2.Electoral process: Election Commission: composition, functions, role. 

Electoral reforms. 

3. Role of business groups, working class, peasants in Indian politics. 

4.Role of (a) religion (b) language (c) caste (d) tribe. 

5. Regionalism in Indian politics. 

6. New Social Movements since the 1970s: (a) environmental movements (b) 

women’s movements(c) human rights movements. 

 

 

Readings: 
R. Kothari, (2002) ‘The Congress System’, in Z. Hasan (ed.) Parties and Party Politics in 

India, New Delhi: Oxford 

University Press, pp 39-55. 

E. Sridharan, (2012) ‘Introduction: Theorizing Democratic Consolidation, Parties and 

Coalitions’, in Coalition Politics and 

Democratic Consolidation in Asia, New Delhi: Oxford University Press. 

Y. Yadav and S. Palshikar, (2006) ‘Party System and Electoral Politics in the Indian States, 

1952-2002: From Hegemony to 

Convergence’, in P. deSouza and E. Sridharan (eds.) India’sPolitical Parties, New Delhi: 

Sage Publications, pp. 73-115. 

R. Hardgrave and S. Kochanek: India: Government and Politics in a Developing Nation 

(Latest edition). 

S. Palshikar, (2008) ‘The Indian State: Constitution and Beyond’, in R. Bhargava (ed.) 

Politicsand Ethics of the Indian 

Constitution, New Delhi: Oxford University Press, pp. 143-163. 

Partha Chatterjee: State and Politics in India. 

Sudipta Kaviraj ed.: Politics in India. 

R. Kothari, (1970) ‘Introduction’, in Caste in Indian Politics, Delhi: Orient Longman, pp.3-

25. M. Weiner, (2001) ‘The 

Struggle for Equality: Caste in Indian Politics’, in Atul Kohli (ed.) TheSuccess of India’s 

Democracy, New Delhi: Cambridge 

University Press, pp. 193-225. 

C. J. Nirmal ed.: Human Rights in India. 

Y. Yadav, (2000) ‘Understanding the Second Democratic Upsurge’, in F. Frankel, Z. Hasan, 

and R. Bhargava (eds.) 

Transforming India: Social and Political Dynamics in Democracy, New Delhi: Oxford 

University Press, pp. 120-145. 

C. Jaffrelot, (2008) ‘Why Should We Vote? The Indian Middle Class and the Functioning of 

World’s Largest Democracy’, 

in Religion, Caste and Politics in India, Delhi: Primus, pp. 604-619. 

Deshpande, (2004) ‘How Gendered was Women’s Participation in Elections 2004?’, 

Economic and Political Weekly, Vol. 

39, No. 51, pp. 5431-5436. 



Siddhartha Guha Roy: Human Rights, Democratic Rights and Popular Protest. 

G. Shah: Social Movements in India.Raka Ray and M.F. Katzenstein eds.: Social Movements 

in India. 

S. Corbridge and J. Harris: Reinventing India: Liberalization, Hindu nationalism and Popular 

Democracy. 

Bipan Chandra et al.: India after Independence (1947-2000). 

Rajni Kothari ed.: Caste in Indian Politics. 

Bharati Ray and Aparna Basu eds.: From Independence to Freedom--- Indian Women since 

1947. 

Fields of Protest: Women’s Movement in India. 

D.N. Sen: From Raj to Swaraj. 

R. Chatterjee ed.: Politics India--- State-Society Interface. 

Sumit Ganguly et al. eds.: The State of India’s Democracy. 

Z. Hasan: Politics and Party Politics in India. 

B.L. Shankar and V. Rodrigues: The Indian Parliament: A Democracy at Work. 

Ashutosh Varshney: India and the Politics of Developing Countries. 

Achin Vanaik and Rajiv Bhargava: Understanding Contemporary India: Critical Perspectives. 

A. Kohli and P. Singh eds.: The Routledge Handbook of India Politics. 

N.G. Jayal and P.B. Mehta eds.: The Oxford Companion to Politics in India. 

Anil Jana ed., Decentralizing Rural Governance and Development. 

Z. Hasan et al eds.: India’s Living Constitution. 

িবপ1র্�াঃা্��াািয়ক্ভা চ্িবায়ক্িরব�া্ (অরুবাদঃা্িদললপ্ভ�াাাাযরয) 

িবপ1র্� , াৃদ লা্া খাজ�, আিদচয্া খাজ�াঃা্ভা চবার্া্াাাালরচা ্প ্১৯৪৭-২০০০া্ 

(অরুবাদঃা্ওআলা্লািহিড়) 

�চয্চ্দত : বালা্িবাার�ভা ্শওকা্বছ  

ওাাা�চল্োোাাাা: �চা ্িদক্আ�াালর ওা ল 

শভ�া া্দাওাা্ত্ (��াা): ��এ্াারবািাকা  

ভা চলয়্�িবাার্ (বালা্�� ণ) 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Political Thinkers: Indian and Western 



The course is designed to introduce selected aspects of political thought of some 

influential political thinkers. 

 

 

1. Locke: Glorious Revolution, contribution to Liberalism. 

2. J. S. Mill: Liberty and the individual, concept of representative government. 

3. Marx: critique of capitalism. 

4. 4.Bankimchandra, Rabindranath and Swami Vivekananda: Ideas of 

Nationalism 

5. M. K. Gandhi: ideas on State and Trusteeship. 

 

 

References: 

Amal K. Mukhopadhyay, Western Political Thought: From Plato to Marx. 

Anthony Parel (ed.), Gandhi: ‘Hind Swaraj’ and Other Writings. 

Buddhadeva Bhattacharyya, Evolution of Political Philosophy of Gandhi. 

David Mclellan, The Thought of Karl Marx. 

G. H. Sabine and T. I. Thorson, A History of Political Theory. 

S. Mukherjee and S. Ramaswami, A History of Political Thought: Plato to 

Marx. 

Sachin Sen, The Political Thought of Rabindranath. 

Sudipta Kaviraj, The Unhappy Conciousness: Bankim Chandra Chattopadhyay 

and the Formation of 

Nationalist Discourse in India. 

Tom Bottomore (ed), A Dictionary of Marxist Thought. 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
                                      

Caste and Politics in India 

This course intends to provide the students with a basic understanding of caste 

politics in India and encourage them to think critically about contemporary 



society and politics. It aims to introduce them to caste as sociological as well as 

political category. The theories explaining the origin of the caste system and its 

important features, the impact of colonialism on caste system, anti-caste 

movements, and politics of affirmative action in the post-independence India 

will be examined in the 

course. 

 

1. What is Caste: Origin and Features 

2. Caste and Colonialism 

3. Caste in Post-independence Indian Politics 

4. Anti-Caste Movements 

 

 

References: 

Bandyopadhyay, Sekhar (2011) Caste, Protest and Identity in Colonial India: 

The Namasudras of 

Bengal, 1872-1947, Delhi: Oxford University Press. 

Bayly, Susan (1999) Caste, Society and Politics in India from the Eighteenth 

Century to the Modern 

Age, Cambridge: Cambridge University Press. 

Dirks, Nicholas B. (2012) Castes of Mind: Colonialism and the Making of 

Modern India, Princeton: 

Princeton University Press (Delhi: Permanent Black). 

Dumont, Louis (1980) Homo Hierarchicus: The Caste System and Its 

Implications, Chicago: The 

University of Chicago Press. 

Geetha V. and S. V. Rajadurai (2011) Towards a Non-Brahmin Millennium: 

From Iyothee Thass to 

Periyar, Kolkata: Samya. 

Ghurye, G. S. (2008) Caste and Race in India, Bombay: Popular Prakashan. 

Jaffrelot, Christophe (2005) Dr. Ambedkar and Untouchability: Analysing and 

Fighting Caste, London: 

Hurst & Company. 

Jaffrelot, Christophe (2011) India’s Silent Revolution: The Rise of the Low 

Castes in North Indian 

Politics, Delhi: Permanent Black. 

Kothari, Rajni, ed. (2004) Caste in Indian Politics, Hyderabad: Orient Longman 

O'Hanlon Rosalind (2002) Caste, Conflict and Ideology: Mahatma Jotirao Phule 

and Low Caste 

Protest in nineteenth-century western India, Cambridge: Cambridge University 

Press. 

Omvedt, Gail (2004) Jotirao Phule and the Ideology of Social Revolution in 

India, New Delhi: Critical 



Quest. 

Omvedt, Gail (2014) Dalits and the Democratic Revolution: Dr Ambedkar and 

the Dalit Movement in 

Colonial India, New Delhi: Sage. 

Pandian M. S. S. (2010) Brahmin and Non-Brahmin: Genealogies of the Tamil 

Political Present, 

Ranikhet: Permanent Black 

Sarkar, Sumit and Tanika Sarkar, eds. (2015) Caste in Modern India, Ranikhet: 
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Understanding Ambedkar 

 

I. Introducing Ambedkar 

a. Situating Ambedkar in Modern Indian Political Thought: Thematic 



Explorations. 

 

II. The ‘Political’ Question 

a. The Question of Nation: Desi, Derivative or Beyond 

b. Democracy and Citizenship 

 

III. Questioning the ‘Social’ 
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b. Religion and Conversion 
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b. Hindu Code Bill 

 

IV. The ‘Economic’ Question 

a. Planning and Development 
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SEMESTER 3 

Introduction to Comparative Government and Politics 

I. Understanding Comparative Politics  

a. Nature and scope  

b. Development of Comparative Politics: Western and Non-Western Perspectives  

c. Major Approaches  

 

II. Historical context background and emergence of modern government and 

structures  

a. Capitalism: Liberal democracy and its structures (UK & USA)  

b. Socialism: Communist State and its structures (PRC)  

c. Colonialism, Anti-colonialism and Decolonization: Post-colonial State (Nigeria and 

Pakistan)  

 

III. Themes for comparative analysis  

a. Governing principles: Constitutionalism, Conventions, Rule of Law, Parliamentary 

Sovereignty, Separation of Powers, Judicial Review, Democratic Centralism, Referendum 

and Initiative  

b. A comparative study of constitutional developments: Britain, Brazil, Nigeria and China  

c. A comparative study of political economy: Britain, Brazil, Nigeria and China  
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Perspectives on Public Administration 

 

I. Public Administration as a Discipline  

a. Meaning, Dimensions and Significance of the Discipline  

b. Public and Private Administration  

c. Evolution of Public Administration  

 

II. Theoretical Perspectives  

Classical Theories  

a. Scientific management (F.W.Taylor)  

b. Administrative Management (Gullick, Urwick and Fayol)  

c. Ideal-type bureaucracy (Max Weber)  

 

Neo-Classical Theories  

a. Human relations theory (Elton Mayo)  

b. Rational decision-making (Herbert Simon)  

 

Contemporary Theories  

a. Ecological approach (Fred Riggs)  

b. Innovation and Entrepreneurship (Peter Drucker)  

 

III. Public Policy  

a. Concept, relevance and approaches  

b. Formulation, implementation and evaluation  

 

IV. Major Approaches in Public Administration  



a. New Public Administration  

b. New Public Management  

c. New Public Service Approach  

d. Good Governance  

e. Feminist Perspectives  
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Perspectives on International Relations and World History 

 

 

I. Origin and Growth of International Relations, Meaning and Scope  

Understanding IR: Levels of Analysis  

Emergence of the International State System and Westphalia  

II. Major Theories of International Relations  

Liberal Theory and its Variants  

Realist Theory and its Variants  

Marxist Theory  

Feminist Theory Eurocentrism and Perspectives from the Global South  

III. An Overview of Twentieth Century IR History  

World War I and II: Causes and Consequences  

Cold War: Origins and Outline Non Proliferation Regime  

IV. Decolonization and Emergence of the Third World  

V. Post Cold War Era and Globalization  
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Modern History Sourcebook: Summary of Wallerstein on World System Theory, Available at 

http://www.fordham.edu/halsall/mod/Wallerstein.asp, Accessed: 19.04.2013  

J. Tickner, (2007) ‘A Critique of Morgenthau’s Principles of Political Realism’, in R. Art and 

R. Jervis, International Politics, 8th Edition, New York: Pearson Longman, pp. 15-28.  
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India and the World 

The course is designed to make students familiar with the emergence of a new India wishing 

to play a major role in global politics.  

1. India after the Cold War: an emerging power  

2. India and its neighbours  

3. India and the U.S.A. since 1991  

4. India and China since 1991  

5. India and the U.N.O. since 1991  

 

References:  

Bimal Jalan, The Future of India: Politics, Economics and Governance.  

D. J. Whittaker, United Nations in the Contemporary World.  

Gurcharan Das, The Elephant Paradigm: India Wrestles with Change.  

Harsh V. Pant (ed.), Indian Foreign Policy in a Unipolar World.  

Stephen P. Cohen, India: Emerging Power.  

V. P. Dutt, India’s Foreign Policy in a Changing World. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

United Nations and Global Conflicts 

I. The United Nations  

a. An Historical Overview of the United Nations  

b. Principles and Objectives  

c. Structures and Functions: General Assembly; Security Council, and Economic and Social 

Council; the International Court of Justice and the specialised agencies (International Labour 

Organisation [ILO], United Nations Educational, Scientific and Cultural Organisation 

[UNESCO], World Health Organisation [WHO], and UN programmes and funds: United 

Nations Children’s Fund [UNICEF], United Nations Development Programme [UNDP], 

United Nations Environment Programme [UNEP], United Nations High Commissioner for 

Refugees [UNHCR])  

d. Peace Keeping, Peace Making and Enforcement, Peace Building and Responsibility to 

Protect  

e. Millennium Development Goals  

 

II. Major Global Conflicts since the Second World War  

a. Korean War  

b. Vietnam War  

c. Afghanistan Wars  

d. Balkans: Serbia and Bosnia  

 

III. Assessment of the United Nations as an International Organisation:  

Imperatives of Reforms and the Process of Reforms  

 

Readings:  

Moore, J.A. Jr. and Pubantz, J. (2008) The new United Nations. Delhi: Pearson Education, 

pp. 39-62.  



Goldstein, J. and Pevehouse, J.C. (2006) International relations. 6th edn. New Delhi: Pearson, 

pp. 265-282.  

Taylor, P. and Groom, A.J.R. (eds.) (2000) The United Nations at the millennium. London: 

Continuum, pp. 1-20.  

Gareis, S.B. and Varwick, J. (2005) The United Nations: an introduction. Basingstoke: 

Palgrave, pp. 1-40.  

Gowan, P. (2010) ‘US: UN’, in Gowan, P. ‘A calculus of power: grand strategy in the 

twentyfirst century. London: Verso, pp. 47-71.  

Baylis, J. and Smith, S. (eds.) (2008) The globalization of world politics. an introduction to 

international relations. 4th edn. Oxford: Oxford University Press, pp. 405-422.  

Thakur, R. (1998) ‘Introduction’, in Thakur, R. (eds.) Past imperfect, future uncertain: The 

UN at Ffifty. London: Macmillan, pp. 1-14.  

Basu, Rumki (2014) United Nations: Structure and Functions of an international 

organization, New Delhi, Sterling Publishers 80  

 

Gareis, S.B. and Varwick, J. (2005) The United Nations: An introduction. Basingstoke: 

Palgrave, pp. 15-21. Taylor, P. and Groom, A.J.R. (eds.) (2000) The United Nations at the 

millennium. London: Continuum, pp. 21-141.  

Moore, J.A. Jr. and Pubantz, J. (2008) The new United Nations. Delhi: Pearson Education, 

pp. 119-135. (d) Peace Keeping, Peace Making and Enforcement, Peace Building and 

Responsibility to Protect  

Nambiar, S. (1995) ‘UN peace-keeping operations’, in Kumar, S. (eds.) The United Nations 

at fifty. New Delhi, UBS, pp. 77-94.  

Whittaker, D.J. (1997) ‘Peacekeeping’, in United Nations in the contemporary world. 

London: Routledge, pp. 45-56.  

White, B. et al. (eds.) (2005) Issues in world politics. 3rd edn. New York: Macmillan, pp. 

113- 132.  

Moore, J.A. Jr. and Pubantz, J. (2008) The new United Nations. Delhi: Pearson Education, 

pp.264-266.  

Sangal, P.S. (1986) ‘UN, peace, disarmament and development’, in Saxena, J.N. et.al. United 

Nations for a better world. New Delhi: Lancers, pp.109-114.  

Baxi, U. (1986) ‘Crimes against the right to development’, in Saxena, J.N. et.al. United 

Nations for a better world. New Delhi: Lancers, pp.240-248.  

Ghali, B.B. (1995) An agenda for peace. New York: UN, pp.5-38.  

United Nations Department of Public Information. (2008) The United Nations Today. New 

York: UN.  

Calvocoressi, P. (2001) World Politics: 1945-200. 3rd edn. Harlow: Pearson Education, pp. 

116-124.  

Armstrong, D., Lloyd, L. and Redmond, J. (2004) International organisations in world 

politics. 3rd edn. New York: Palgrave Macmillan, pp. 42-43.  

Moore, J.A. Jr. and Pubantz, J. (2008) The new United Nations. Delhi: Pearson Education, 

pp. 64-65 and 172-173.  

Calvocoressi, P. (2001) World Politics: 1945-200. 3rd edn. Harlow: Pearson Education, pp. 

528-546.  

Baylis, J. and Smith, S. (eds.) (2008) The globalization of world politics. an introduction to 

international relations. 4th edn. Oxford: Oxford University Press, pp. 562-564. Achcar, G. 

(2004) Eastern cauldron. New York: Monthly Review Press, pp. 29-45 and 234- 241.  

Achcar, G. (2003) The clash of barbarisms: Sept. 11 and the making of the new world 

disorder. Kolkata: K.P. Bachi & Co., pp. 76-81.  



Prashad, V. (2002) War against the planet. New Delhi: Leftword, pp. 1-6. Ali, T. (ed.) (2000) 

Masters of the Universe. London: Verso, pp. 203-216.  

Calvocoressi, P. (2001) World Politics: 1945-200. 3rd edn. Harlow: Pearson Education, 

pp.570-576. 81  

 

Ali, T. (ed.) (2000) Masters of the Universe. London: Verso, pp. 230-245 and 271-284.  

Kaldor, M. and Vashee, B. (eds.) (1997) New wars. London: Wider Publications for the UN 

University, pp. 137-144 and 153-171.  

Viotti, P.R. and Kauppi, M.V. (2007) International relations and world politics-security, 

economy, identity. 3rd edn. New Delhi: Pearson Education, pp. 470-471.  

Goldstein, J.S. (2003) International relations. 3rd edn. Delhi: Pearson Education, pp 43-51.  

Moore, J.A. Jr. and Pubantz, J. (2008) The new United Nations. Delhi: Pearson Education, 

pp.24-27.  

Roberts, A. and Kingsbury, B. (eds.) (1994) United Nations, Divided World. 2nd edn. 

Oxford: Clarendon Press, pp. 420-436.  

Taylor, P. and Groom, A.J.R. (eds.) (2000) The United Nations at the millennium. London: 

Continuum, pp. 196-223 and 295-326.  

Gareis, S.B. and Varwick, J. (2005) The United Nations: An introduction. Basingstoke: 

Palgrave, pp. 214-242.  

Moore, J.A. Jr. and Pubantz, J. (2008) The new United Nations. Delhi: Pearson Education, 

pp. 91-112. Claude, I. (1984) Swords into plowshares: the progress and problems of 

international organisation. 4th edn. New York: Random House.  

Dodds, F. (ed.) (1987) The way forward: beyond the agenda 21. London: Earthscan.  

Rajan, M.S., Mani, V.S and Murthy, C.S.R. (eds.) (1987) The nonaligned and the United 

Nations. New Delhi: South Asian Publishers. South Asia Human Rights Documentation 

Centre. (2006) Human rights: an overview. New Delhi: Oxford University Press. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

  

 

The Nuclear World (1945 - Present) 

 

1. The Nuclear Bomb [10]: Formation of US Atomic Energy Commission (AEC), Mandate  

for developing a nuclear fusion bomb, Overground testing in the Pacific theater, Soviet 

efforts. Delivery Technology.  

2. The Cold War [20]: Capsule history of the Cold War, Berlin Wall, Cuban Missile crisis, 

Nuclear espionage -Klaus Fuchs, The Rosenberg trials, HUAC and the Oppenheimer 

hearings, Underground nuclear testing in US, Bipolar world and the nuclear arms race, 

Perestroika, Dispersion of Soviet nuclear stockpile after breakup of USSR, Rogue nuclear 

capability – state and non-state players.  

3. Nuclear Accidents [10]: Accidents at Three Mile Island, Chernobyl and Fukushima, 

Mandate  

for accident prevention and future of Nuclear Energy.  

4. Nuclear Disarmament [15]: Brief history of nuclear disarmament, Formation of IAEA,  

Regulatory efforts, Peace initiatives – Einstein, Truman, Schweitzer, Sakharov, Pauling,  

Eisenhower, Nuclear Test Ban Treaties, Nuclear deterrent, Reagan and the Strategic Defense 

initiative.  

5. The Asian Nuclear Age [20]: India's nuclear program, Pokhran I and II, Arms Control 

from the Indian perspective, The non-aligned movement, Perspectives on the nuclear 

program in the  

South Asia, West Asia and East Asia.  

 

Readings:  

Marcus, Gail, Nuclear Firsts: Milestone on the Road to Nuclear Power Development  

Kim Byung-Koo, Nuclear Silk Road: The Koreanization of Nuclear Power Technology  

Muller, Richard, Physics for Future Presidents  

Rhodes, Richard, The Making of the Atomic Bomb  



Sagan and Waltz, The Spread of Nuclear Weapons  

Holloway, David, Stalin and the Bomb  

Joseph Cirincione, Bomb Scare: The History and Future of Nuclear Weapons (New York, 

Columbia University Press, 2007).  

David A. Rosenberg, "The History of World War III 1945-1990: A Conceptual Framework," 

in Robert David Johnson, ed., On Cultural Ground: Essays in International History (Chicago: 

Imprint Publications, 1994), 197-235.  

Stephen Schwartz, et al. Atomic Audit: The Costs and Consequences of U.S. Nuclear 

Weapons since 1940 (Washington, D.C.: Brookings Institution, 1998).  

Gar Alperovitz, The Decision to Use the Atomic Bomb (New York, Knopf, 1995). 90  

 

Barton J. Bernstein, "The Atomic Bombings Reconsidered," Foreign Affairs, January-

February 1995: 135-152.  

Tsuyoshi Hasegawa, Racing the Enemy: Stalin, Truman, and the Surrender of Japan 

(Cambridge, Harvard University Press, 2005).  

------------------, ed., The End of the Pacific War: Reappraisals (Stanford, CA: Stanford 

University Press, 2007).  

Robert S. Norris, Racing for the Bomb: General Leslie S. Groves, The Manhattan Project's 

Indispensable Man (South Royalton, VT: Steerforth Press, 2002).  

Martin Sherwin, A World Destroyed: Hiroshima and the Origins of the Arm Race (New 

York, Vintage Books, 1987).  

J. Samuel Walker, Prompt and Utter Destruction: Truman and the Use of Atomic Bombs 

against Japan (Chapel Hill: University of North Carolina Press, 2004)).  

Roger Dingman, "Atomic Diplomacy During the Korean War," International Security 13 

(Winter 1988/1989): 50-91.  

Rosemary Foot, "Nuclear Coercion and the Ending of the Korean Conflict," International 

Security 13 (Winter 1988/1989): 92-112.  

Richard Ned Lebow and Janice Gross Stein, We All Lost the Cold War (Princeton, NJ, 

Princeton University Press, 1994).  

Sheldon M. Stern, Averting 'The Final Failure': John F. Kennedy and the Secret Cuban 

Missile Crisis Meetings (Stanford, CA, Stanford University Press, 2003).  

David Holloway, Stalin and the Bomb: The Soviet Union and Atomic Energy, 1939-1956 

(New Haven, Yale University Press, 1994).  

John Wilson Lewis and Xue Litai, China Builds the Bomb (Stanford, CA, Stanford 

University Press, 1988).  

----------------------------------------, China's Strategic Seapower (Stanford, CA, Stanford 

University Press, 1994).  

Robert S. Norris, Andrew S. Burrows, and Richard W. Fieldhouse, Nuclear Weapons 

Databook, Vol. 5: British, French and Chinese Nuclear Weapons (Boulder: Westview Press, 

1994).  

Pavel Podvig, ed., Russian Strategic Nuclear Forces (Cambridge: MIT Press, 2001).  

Steven Zaloga, The Kremlin's Nuclear Sword: The Rise and Fall of Russia's Strategic 

Nuclear Forces, 1945-2000 (Washington, D.C., Smithsonian Institution Press, 2002).  

Lynn Eden, Whole World on Fire: Organizations, Knowledge, and Nuclear Weapons 

Devastation (Ithaca, NY: Cornell University Press, 2004). 91  

 

Donald McKenzie, Inventing Accuracy: A Historical Sociology of Nuclear Missile Guidance 

(Cambridge, Mass.: MIT Press, 1990).  

Jacob Neufeld, Ballistic Missiles in the United States Air Forces, 1945-1960 (Washington, 

D.C., Office of Air Force History, 1990).  



Graham Spinardi, From Polaris to Trident: The Development of US Fleet Ballistic Missile 

Technology (New York, Cambridge University Press, 1994).  

David K. Stumpf, Titan II: A History of a Cold War Missile Program (Fayetteville, The 

University of Arkansas Press, 2000). 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Academic Writing and Presentation 

Course Objective: The course aims to train the students to write a piece of academic writing. 

The faculty members will deliver a series of lectures on the process of writing (details given 

below) and the students will write a term paper/ book review/ essay on any topic related to 

political science and also make a presentation based on it.  

Unit I: Selection of Topic  

Unit II: Review of Literature  

Unit III: Research Process  

Unit IV: Referencing and Citations  

30 Marks: Mid-semester Presentation  

70 Marks: Written Submission of Term Paper/ Book Review/ Essay/ News Analysis at the 

end of the semester  

 

 

 

 

Group Discussion 

Course Objective: A group of students will be assigned a supervisor from faculty members. 

Over a semester, the group, along with the supervisor, would read a set of readings on a 

specific topic and discuss those readings in detail in a series of group discussions (ideally 4 in 

a semester). The students will write a response paper based on the readings.  

30 Marks: Response Paper  

70 Marks: Group Discussion 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

SEMESTER 4  

Political Processes and Institutions in Comparative Perspective 

 

 

I. Approaches to Studying Comparative Politics:  

a. Political Culture and Comparative Political Analysis  

b. New Institutionalism and Neo Institutionalism  

 

II. Electoral System in Modern Governments  

Types of election system: First Past the Post, Proportional Representation, Mixed 

Representation  

III. Political Institutions:  

Interest Groups and Political Parties  

IV. Nation-state  

The Idea of Nation State: Nature and Development  

Nation State in West Europe  

Nation State in Postcolonial context.  

‘Nation’ and ‘State’: debates  

V. Democratization  

Process of democratization in postcolonial, post- authoritarian and post-communist countries  

VI. Federalism  

a. Types of Federation: Federation and Confederation  

b. Federalism in Practice  

 

Readings:  



M. Pennington, (2009) ‘Theory, Institutional and Comparative Politics’, in J. Bara and 

Pennington. (eds.) Comparative Politics: Explaining Democratic System. Sage Publications, 

New Delhi, pp. 13-40.  

M. Howard, (2009) ‘Culture in Comparative Political Analysis’, in M. Lichback and A. 

Zuckerman, pp. 134- S. (eds.) Comparative Political: Rationality, Culture, and Structure. 

Cambridge: Cambridge University Press.  

B. Rosamond, (2005) ‘Political Culture’, in B. Axford, et al. Politics, London: Routledge, pp. 

57-81.  

P. Hall, Taylor and C. Rosemary, (1996) ‘Political Science and the Three New 

Institutionalism’, Political Studies. XLIV, pp. 936-957.  

L. Rakner, and R. Vicky, (2011) ‘Institutional Perspectives’, in P. Burnell, et .al. (eds.) 

Political in the Developing World. Oxford: Oxford University Press, pp. 53-70.  

A. Heywood, (2002) ‘Representation, Electoral and Voting’, in Politics. New York: Palgrave, 

pp. 223-245.  

A. Evans, (2009) ‘Elections Systems’, in J. Bara and M. Pennington, (eds.) Comparative 

politics. New Delhi: Sage Publications, pp. 93-119.  

R. Moser, and S. Ethan, (2004) ‘Mixed Electoral Systems and Electoral System Effects: 

Controlled Comparison and Cross-national Analysis’, in Electoral Studies. 23, pp. 575-599. 

23  

 

A. Cole, (2011) ‘Comparative Political Parties: Systems and Organizations’, in J. Ishiyama, 

and M. Breuning, (eds) 21st Century Political Science: A Reference Book. Los Angeles: Sage 

Publications, pp. 150-158.  

A. Heywood, (2002) ‘Parties and Party System’, in Politics. New York : Palgrave, pp. 247-

268.  

B. Criddle, (2003) ‘Parties and Party System’, in R. Axtmann, (ed.) Understanding 

Democratic Politics: An Introduction. London: Sage Publications, pp. 134-142.  

W. O’Conner, (1994) ‘A Nation is a Nation, is a Sate, is a Ethnic Group, is a …’, in J. 

Hutchinson and A. Smith, (eds.) Nationalism. Oxford: Oxford University Press, pp. 36-46.  

K. Newton, and J. Deth, (2010) ‘The Development of the Modern State ‘, in Foundations of 

Comparative Politics: Democracies of the Modern World. Cambridge: Cambridge University 

Press, pp. 13-33.  

A. Heywood, (2002), ‘The State’, in Politics. New York: Palgrave, pp. 85-102  

T. Landman, (2003) ‘Transition to Democracy’, in Issues and Methods of Comparative 

Methods: An Introduction. London: Routledge, pp. 185-215.  

K. Newton, and J. Deth, (2010) ‘Democratic Change and Persistence’, in Foundations of 

Comparative Politics: Democracies of the Modern World. Cambridge: Cambridge University 

Press, pp. 53-67.  

J. Haynes, (1999) ‘State and Society’, in The Democratization. Oxford: Blackwell, pp. 20-38; 

39-63.  

B. Smith, (2003) ‘Democratization in the Third World’, in Understanding Third World 

Politics: Theories of Political Change and Development. London: Palgrave Macmillan, 

pp.250-274.  

M. Burgess, (2006) Comparative Federalism: Theory and Practice. London: Routledge, pp. 

135-161.  

R. Watts, (2008) ’Introduction’, in Comparing Federal Systems. Montreal and Kingston: 

McGill Queen’s University Press, pp. 1-27  

R. Saxena, (2011) ‘Introduction’, in Saxena, R (eds.) Varieties of Federal Governance: Major 

Contemporary Models. New Delhi: Cambridge University Press, pp. xii-x1. 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

  

Public Policy and Administration in India 

I. Public Policy  

a. Definition, characteristics and models  

b. Public Policy Process in India  

 

II. Decentralization  

a. Meaning, significance and approaches and types  

b. Local Self Governance: Rural and Urban; 73rd and 74th Amendments  

 

III. Budget, Personnel and Financial Administration  

a. Concept and Significance of Budget  

b. CAG  

c. From Planning Commission to NITI Ayog  

d. Bureaucracy: Recruitment, Promotion and Training of All India Services 

 

IV. Citizen and Administration Interface  

a. Public Service Delivery  

b. Redressal of Public Grievances: RTI, Lokpal, Citizens’ Charter and E-Governance  

 

V. Social Welfare Administration  

a. Concept and Approaches of Social Welfare  

b. Social Welfare Policies:  

  Education: Right to Education,  

  Health: National Health Mission,  



  Food: Right to Food Security  

  Employment: MNREGA  

 

Readings:  

T. Dye, (1984) Understanding Public Policy, 5th Edition. U.S.A: Prentice Hall  

R.B. Denhardt and J.V. Denhardt, (2009) Public Administration, New Delhi: Brooks/Cole  

J. Anderson, (1975) Public Policy Making. New York: Thomas Nelson and sons Ltd.  

M. Howlett, M. Ramesh, and A. Perl, (2009), Studying Public Policy: Policy Cycles and 

Policy subsystems, 3rd edition, Oxford: Oxford University Press  

T. Dye, (2002) Understanding Public Policy, New Delhi: Pearson  

Y. Dror, (1989) Public Policy Making Reexamined. Oxford: Transaction Publication  

Satyajit Singh and Pradeep K. Sharma [eds.] Decentralisation: Institutions And Politics In 

Rural India, OUP,2007  

D. A. Rondinelli and S.Cheema, Decentralisation and Development, Beverly Hills: Sage 

Publishers, 1983  

N.G.Jayal, Democracy and The State: Welfare, Secular and Development in Contemporary 

India, Oxford : Oxford University Press,1999 25  

 

Bidyut Chakrabarty, Reinventing Public Administration: The Indian Experience, Orient 

Longman,2007  

Noorjahan Bava, Development Policies and Administration in India, Delhi: Uppal Publishers, 

2001  

Gabriel Almond and Sidney Verba, The Civic Culture, Boston: Little Brown, 1965  

M.P.Lester, Political Participation- How and Why do People Get Involved in Politics 

Chicago: McNally, 1965  

Erik-Lane, J. (2005) Public Administration and Public Management: The Principal Agent 

Perspective. New York: Routledge  

Henry, N.(1999) Public Administration and Public Affairs. New Jersey:Prentice Hall  

Caiden, N.(2004) ‘ Public Budgeting Amidst Uncertainity and Instability’, in Shafritz, J.M. & 

Hyde, A.C. (eds.) Classics of Public Administration. Belmont: Wadsworth  

R. Putnam , Making Democracy Work , Princeton University Press, 1993  

Jenkins, R. and Goetz, A.M. (1999) ‘Accounts and Accountability: Theoretical Implications 

of the Right to Information Movement in India’, in Third World Quarterly. June  

Sharma, P.K. & Devasher, M. (2007) ‘Right to Information in India’ in Singh, S. and 

Sharma, P. (eds.) Decentralization: Institutions and Politics in Rural India. New Delhi: 

Oxford University Press  

Vasu Deva, E-Governance In India: A Reality, Commonwealth Publishers, 2005  

World Development Report, World Bank, Oxford University Press, 1992.  

M.J.Moon, The Evolution of Electronic Government Among Municipalities: Rheoteric or 

Reality, American Society For Public Administration, Public Administration Review, Vol 62, 

Issue 4, July –August 2002  

Pankaj Sharma, E-Governance: The New Age Governance, APH Publishers, 2004  

Pippa Norris, Digital Divide: Civic Engagement, Information Poverty and the Internet in 

Democratic Societies, Cambridge: Cambridge University Press, 2001.  

Stephan Goldsmith and William D. Eggers, Governing By Network: The New Shape of the 

Public Sector, Brookings Institution [Washington], 2004  

United Nation Development Programme, Reconceptualising Governance, New York, 1997  

Mukhopadyay, A. (2005) ‘Social Audit’, in Seminar. No. 551.  

 

 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

  

 

 

Global Politics 

 

 

I. Introduction to Global Politics: Conceptions and Perspectives  

a. Understanding Globalization and its Alternative Perspectives  

b. Debates on Sovereignty and Territoriality  

c. Global Political Economy: Institutions and Processes  

d. Global Security: Dimensions  

e. Cultural and Technological Dimension  

 

II. Contemporary Global Issues  

a. Ecology  

b. Proliferation of Nuclear Weapons  

c. Terrorism and Counter-terrorism  

d. Migration  

e. Global Resistance  

 

III. Global Shifts: Power and Governance  

India as an Emerging Power  

Readings:  

G. Ritzer, (2010) Globalization: A Basic Text, Sussex: Wiley-Blackwell, pp. 33-62.  

M. Strager, (2009) Globalization: A Very Short Introduction, London: Oxford University 

Press, pp. 1-16.  

R. Keohane and J. Nye Jr, (2000) ‘Globalization: What’s New? What’s Not? (And So 

What?)’, in Foreign Policy, No 118, pp. 104-119.  



A. McGrew, (2011) ‘Globalization and Global Politics’, in J. Baylis, S. Smith and P. Owens 

(eds.) Globalization of World Politics: An Introduction to International Relations, New York: 

Oxford University Press, pp. 14-31.  

A. Heywood, (2011) Global Politics, New York: Palgrave-McMillan, pp. 1-24.  

W. Ellwood, (2005) The No-nonsense Guide to Globalization, Jaipur: NI-Rawat Publications, 

pp. 12-23.  

A. Heywood, (2011) Global Politics, New York: Palgrave-McMillan, pp. 112-134.  

R. Keohane, (2000) ‘Sovereignty in International Society’, in D. Held and A. McGrew (eds.) 

The Global Trans-Formations Reader, Cambridge: Polity Press, pp. 109-123.  

K. Shimko, (2005) International Relations: Perspectives and Controversies, New York: 

Houghton Mifflin, pp. 195-219.  

A. Heywood, (2011) Global Politics, New York: Palgrave-McMillan, pp. 454-479.  

T. Cohn, (2009) Global Political Economy: Theory and Practice, pp. 130-140 (IMF), 208-218 
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R. Picciotto, (2003) ‘A New World Bank for a New Century’, in C. Roe Goddard et al., 

International Political: State-Market Relations in a Changing Global Order, Boulder: Lynne 

Reinner, pp. 341-351.  

A. Narlikar, (2005) The World Trade Organization: A Very Short Introduction, New York: 

Oxford University Press, pp. 22-98.  

J. Goldstein, (2006) International Relations, New Delhi: Pearson, pp. 392-405 (MNC).  

P. Hirst, G. Thompson and S. Bromley, (2009) Globalization in Question, Cambridge: Polity 

Press, pp. 68-100 (MNC).  

G. Ritzer, (2010) Globalization: A Basic Text, Sussex: Wiley-Blackwell, pp. 180-190.  

F. Lechner and J. Boli (ed.), (2004) The Globalization Reader, London: Blackwell, pp. 236-

239  

D. Held et al, (1999) Global Transformations: Politics, Economics and Culture, California: 

Stanford University Press, pp. 242-282 (MNC).  

T. Cohn, (2009) Global Political Economy, New Delhi: Pearson, pp. 250-323 (MNC).  

D. Held and A. McGrew (eds.), (2002) Global Transformations Reader: Politics, Economics 

and Culture, Cambridge: Polity Press, pp. 1-50; 84-91.  

M. Steger, (2009) ‘Globalization: A Contested Concept’, in Globalization: A Very Short 

Introduction, London: Oxford University Press, pp. 1-16.  

A. Appadurai, (2000) ‘Grassroots Globalization and the Research Imagination’, in Public 

Culture, Vol. 12(1), pp. 1-19.  

J. Beynon and D. Dunkerley, (eds.), (2012) Globalisation: The Reader, New Delhi: Rawat 

Publications, pp. 1-19.  

A. Vanaik, (ed.), (2004) Globalization and South Asia: Multidimensional Perspectives, New 

Delhi: Manohar Publications, pp. 171-191, 192-213, 301-317, 335-357.  

G. Ritzer, (2010) Globalization: A Basic Text, Sussex: Wiley-Blackwell, pp. 487-504.  

R. O’Brien et al., (2000) Contesting Global Governance: Multilateral Economic Institutions 

and Global Social Movements, Cambridge: Cambridge University Press, pp. 1-23.  

J. Fisher, (1998) Non-Governments: NGOs and Political Development in the Third World, 

Connecticut: Kumarian Press, pp. 1- 37 (NGO).  

G. Laxter and S. Halperin (eds.), (2003) Global Civil Society and Its Limits, New York: 

Palgrave, pp. 1-21.  

A. Heywood, (2011) Global Politics, New York: Palgrave-McMillan, pp. 150-156 (NGO).  

P. Willets, (2011) ‘Trans-National Actors and International Organizations in Global Politics’, 

in J. Baylis, S. Smith and P. Owens (eds.) Globalization of World Politics, New York: 

Oxford University Press, pp. 334-342. 29  



 

J. Volger, (2011) ‘Environmental Issues’, in J. Baylis, S. Smith and P. Owens (eds.) 

Globalization of World Politics, New York: Oxford University Press, pp. 348-362.  

A. Heywood, (2011) Global Politics, New York: Palgrave, pp. 383-411.  

N. Carter, (2007) The Politics of Environment: Ideas, Activism, Policy, Cambridge: 

Cambridge University Press, pp. 13-81.  

P. Bidwai, (2011) ‘Durban: Road to Nowhere’, in Economic and Political Weekly, Vol.46, 

No. 53, December, pp. 10-12.  

K.Shimko, (2005) International Relations Perspectives and Controversies, New York: 

Hughton-Mifflin, pp. 317-339.  

D. Howlett, (2011) ‘Nuclear Proliferation’, in J. Baylis, S. Smith and P. Owens (eds.) 

Globalization of World Politics, New York: Oxford University Press, pp. 384-397.  

P. Viotti and M. Kauppi, (2007) International Relations and World Politics: Security, 

Economy and Identity, New Delhi: Pearson, pp. 238-272.  

A. Heywood, (2011) Global Politics, New York: Palgrave, pp. 264-281.  

P. Viotti and M. Kauppi, (2007) International Relations, New Delhi: Pearson, pp. 276-307.  

A. Heywood, (2011) Global Politics, New York: Palgrave, pp. 282-301.  

J. Kiras, (2011) ‘Terrorism and Globalization’, in J. Baylis, S. Smith and P. Owens (eds.) 

Globalization of World Politics, New York: Oxford University Press, pp. 366-380.  

A. Vanaik, (2007) Masks of Empire, New Delhi: Tulika, pp. 103-128.  

G. Ritzer, (2010) Globalization: A Basic Text, Sussex: Wiley-Blackwell, pp. 298-322.  

S. Castles, (2012) ‘Global Migration’, in B. Chimni and S. Mallavarapu (eds.) International 

Relations: Perspectives For the Global South, New Delhi: Pearson, pp. 272-285.  

A. Acharya, (2011) ‘Human Security’, in J. Baylis, S. Smith and P. Owens (eds.) 

Globalization of World Politics, New York: Oxford University Press, pp. 480-493.  

S. Tadjbakhsh and A. Chenoy, (2007) Human Security, London: Routledge, pp. 13-19; 

123127;  

236-243.  

A. Acharya, (2001) ‘Human Security: East versus West’, in International Journal, Vol. 56, 

no. 3, pp. 442-460.  

J. Rosenau, (1992) ‘Governance, Order, and Change in World Politics’, in J. Rosenau, and E. 

Czempiel (eds.) Governance without Government: Order and Change in World 

Politics,Cambridge: Cambridge University Press, pp. 1-29.  

A. Kumar and D. Messner (eds), (2010) Power Shifts and Global Governance: Challenges 

from South and North, London: Anthem Press. 30  

 

P. Dicken, (2007) Global Shift: Mapping the Changing Contours of the World Economy, 

New York: The Guilford Press.  

J. Close, (2001) ‘The Global Shift: A quantum leap in human evolution’, Available at 

http://www.stir-global-shift.com/page22.php, Accessed: 19.04.2013. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Political Sociology 

 

The course is designed to introduce Political Sociology, which has emerged as an important 

inter-disciplinary subject in recent times, to U.G. students  

1. What is Political Sociology?  

2. Social stratification and politics: Elite. Caste in India  

3. Concept of power: Marx, Weber, Elitist Theory  

4. Political Culture and Political Socialization.  

5. Political Participation– concept and types; Electoral Behaviour in India.  

 

References:  

Ali Asraf, L. N. Sharma, Political Sociology.  

Almond and S. Verba, Civic Culture.  

Amal Kumar Mukhopadhyay, Political Sociology.  

Satyabrata Chakraborty (ed.), Political Sociology.  

Tom Bottomore, Political Sociology. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Contemporary Political Economy 

I. Approaches to Political Economy  

Classical Liberalism, Marxism, Welfarism, Neo-liberalism and Gandhian approach  

II. Development: Processes and Debates  

a. Transitions: Feudalism and Transition to Capitalism  

b. b Locations: Transnational Networks, Urbanization and the Agrarian Question  

c. Technology: Global Arms Industry and Communication Networks  

d. Displacement and Migration: Race, Caste, Ethnicity, Gender  

 

III. Post-capitalist Imaginaries  

a. Culture and Value  

b. Ecological Concerns  

c. Feminist Critique  

d. Knowledge Regimes  

 

IV. Modes of Governance:  

a. State and Sovereignty  

b. Transnational Regimes of Decision-Making (WTO, World Bank, Financial Institutions)  

c. Resource Use and Resistance (NGOs)  

 

Readings:  

Arblaster, A. (2006) ‘The Rise and Decline of Western Liberalism’ in Lal, D. Reviving the 

Invisible Hand: The Case for Classical Liberalism in the Twentyfirst Century. Princeton: 

Princeton University Press, pp. 1- 8, 17- 30, and 48- 51.  



Mandel, E. (1979) An Introduction to Marxist Economic Theory. New York: Pathfinder 

Press, 3rd print, pp. 3-73.  

Kersbergen, K.V. and Manow, P. (2009) Religion, Class Coalition and Welfare State. 

Cambridge: Cambridge University Press, chapters 1 and 10, pp. 1-38; 266-295  

Andersen, J. G. (ed.) (2008) 'The Impact of Public Policies' in Caramani, D Comparative 

Politics. Oxford: Oxford University Press, ch 22, pp. 547- 563 .  

Harvey, D. (2005) A Brief History of Neo-liberalism. Oxford: Oxford University Press, pp. 

1- 206.  

Ghosh, B.N. (2007) Gandhian Political Economy: Principles, Practice and Policy. Ashgate 

Publishing Limited, pp. 21- 88.  

Phukan, M. (1998) The Rise of the Modern West: Social and Economic History of Early 

Modern Europe. Delhi: Macmillan India, (ch.14: Transition from Feudalism to Capitalism), 

pp. 420- 440.  

Gilpin, R. (2003) Global Political Economy: Understanding the International Economic 

Order. Hyderabad: Orient Longman, pp. 278- 304.  

Kennedy, P. (1993) Preparing for the Twentieth Century. UK: Vintage, Ch. 3 85  

 

Gelinas, J. B. (2003) Juggernaut Politics- Understanding Predatory Globalization. Halifax, 

Fernwood, Ch.3. Available from: www.globalpolicy.org World Trade Organization  

Gilpin, R. (2003) Global Political Economy: Understanding the International Economic 

Order. Hyderabad: Orient Longman, Ch. 8, pp. 196- 233.  

Prasad, K. (2000) NGOs and Social-economic Development Opportunities. New Delhi: Deep 

& Deep, ch. 1, 2, 3, 5.  

Fisher, J. (2003) Non-governments – NGOs and the Political Development in the Third 

World. Jaipur: Rawat, ch. 1, 4, 6.81  

Mackay, H. (2004) ‘The Globalization of Culture’ in Held, D. (ed.) A Globalizing World? 

Culture, Economics and Politics. London: Routledge, pp. 47- 84  

Tomlinson, J. (2004) ‘Cultural Imperialism’ in Lechner, F. J and Boli, J. (eds.) The 

Globalization Reader. Oxford: Blackwell, pp. 303- 311.  

Lechner, F. J and Boli, J. (eds.) (2004) The Globalization Reader. Oxford: Blackwell, pp. 

361- 376 and 398- 404.  

Held, D. and Mcrew, A. (eds.) (2000) The Global Transformations Reader. Cambridge: 

Polity Press, pp. 374- 386.  

Singh, S. (1997) Taming the Waters: The Political Economy of Large Dams in India. New 

Delhi: Oxford University Press, pp. 133- 163, 182- 203, 204- 240. Kesselman, M. (2007) The 

Politics of Globalization. Boston: Houghton Mifflin Company, pp. 330- 339.  

Marglin, S. (1990) ‘Towards the Decolonisation of the Mind’ in Marglin, S. and Marglin, F. 

A. (eds.) Dominating Knowledge: Development, Culture and Resistance. Oxford: Oxford 

University Press, pp. 1- 28.  

L. Lechner, F. J and Boli, J. (eds.) (2004) The Globalization Reader. Oxford: Blackwell, pp. 

211- 244.  

Held, D. and Mcrew, A. (eds.) (2000) The Global Transformations Reader. Cambridge: 

Polity Press, pp. 105-155.  

Omahe, K. (2004) ‘The End of the Nation State’, L. Lechner, F. J and Boli, J. (eds.) The 

Globalization Reader. Oxford: Blackwell, ch. 29.  

Glen, J. (2007) Globalization: North-South Perspectives. London: Routledge, ch.6.  

Sen, A. (2006) Identity and Violence: Illusion and Destiny. London: Penguin/Allen Lane, 

ch.7, pp. 130-148.  



Berkovitch, N. (2004) ‘The Emergence and Tranformation of the International Women’s 

Movements’ in L. Lechner, F. J and Boli, J. (eds.) The Globalization Reader. Oxford: 

Blackwell, ch.31, pp. 251- 257.  

Steans, J. (2000) ‘The Gender Dimension’ in Held, D. and Mcrew, A. (eds.), The Global 

Transformations Reader. Cambridge: Polity Press, ch.35, pp. 366- 373. 86  

 

Tickner, J. A. (2008) ‘Gender in World Politics’ in Baylis, J.,Smith, S. & Owens, P. (eds.) 

Globalization of World Politics, 4th edn., New Delhi: Oxford University Press, ch.15.  

Kesselman, M. and Krieger, J. (2006) Readings in Comparative Politics: Political Challenges 

and Changing Agendas. Boston: Houghton Miffin Company, pp. 243- 254 and 266- 276.  

Arya, S. and Roy, A. (eds.) Poverty Gender and Migration. New Delhi: Sage, Ch. 1  

Kesselman, M. (2007) The Politics of Globalization. Boston: Houghton Mifflin Company, 

pp. 450- 462.  

Nayyar, D. (ed.) (2002) Governing Globalization. Delhi: OUP, pp. 144- 176. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Politics of Globalization 

1. Concept of Globalisation: Globalisation debate; for and against.  

2. Approaches to understanding globalisation:  

a. Liberal approach  

b. Radical approach  

3. Issues in Globalisation: Alternative Perspectives on its nature and character, critical 

dimensions: economic, political and cultural  

4. Globalisation and democracy: State, sovereignty and the civil society.  

5. Globalisation and Politics in developing countries  

a. Globalisation and social movements  

b. Globalisation and the demise of Nation State  

c. Globalisation and human migration  

6. The inevitability of globalisation: Domestic and Global responses  

Readings:  

Anthony Giddens, The Globalizing of Modernity.  

Arjun Appadurai, Modernity at Large: Cultural Dimensions of Globalisation, University of 

Minnesota Press, 1996.  

David E. Korten, Niconor Perlas and Vandana Shiva (ed.), International Forum of 

Globalisation.  

Deepak Nayyar (ed.) Governing Globalisation: Issues and Institutions, Oxford University 

Press, 2002.  



Held, David and Anthony Mc grew (ed.), The Global Transformation Reader: An 

introduction to the Globalisation Debate, 2nd Cambridge, Polity Press, Blackwell 

Publishing.  

Jagdish Bhagwati, In defense of Globalisation, Oxford University Press, 2004.  

John Stopford, Multinational Corporations, Foreign Policy, Fall, 1998  

Joseph E Stiglitg, Globalisation and its discontents.  

Keohane Rebert and Joseph S. Nye Jr., Globalisation: What is new, what is not.  

Kofi Annan, The politics of Globalisation,  

Marc Lindenberg and Coralie Bryant, Going Global: Transforming Relief and Development 

NGOs, Bloomfield, Kumarian Press.  

Noreena Hertz, The silent take over: Global Capitalism and the death of Democracy, Praeger, 

2000. 88  

 

Nye Joseph S and John D. Donanu (ed.) Governance in a Globalizing World, Washington dc, 

Brookings.  

Nye Jr. Joseph S, Globalisation and American Power.  

Pilpin Robert, The National State in the Global Economy.  

Samuel Huntington, the clash of Civilizations and the Remaking of world order.  

Stanley Hoffman, Clash of civilizations,  

Tyler Cowen, Creative Destruction: How Globalisation is changing the world’s culture, New 

Jersey, Princeton University Press, 2000.  

Baylis John and Steve Smith (ed.) The Globalisation of World Politics: An Introduction to 

International Relations, Oxford University Press, 2001.  

John Clark (ed.), Globalising Civic Engagement: Civil Society and Transnational Action, 

London, Earthscan, 2003. 

 

 

Applied Politics Project 

Course Objective: The course will pertain to data collection and analysis and development of 

practical skills among students, pertaining to field research. Students will be encouraged to 

collect information of political currents in India through field survey which will comprise 

interactions with political leaders, visit to Parliament and State Legislatures and 

establishment of connections with local bodies as and when it will be required.  

1. Introduction to the Course: Garnering responses from people or public opinion, its need in 

democracy and politics in general  

2. Sampling Techniques and Survey Method: types of sampling, survey and designing 

research.  

3. Data Collection: Questionnaires, Interviews (structured and unstructured)  

4. Data Analysis: Quantitative and Qualitative Aspects  

5. Election Study: Researching the Polling Process and Poll Results, Politics of Interpretation. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

5TH SEMESTER 

Classical Political Philosophy 

 

I. Text and Interpretation  

II. Antiquity  

Plato  

Philosophy and Politics, Theory of Forms, Justice, Philosopher King/Queen, Communism  

Presentation theme: Critique of Democracy; Women and Guardianship, Censorship  

Aristotle  

Forms, Virtue, Citizenship, Justice, State and Household  

Presentation themes: Classification of governments; man as zoon politikon  

III. Roman Political Thought: An Overview  

IV: Medieval Political Thought: An Overview  

V. Interlude:  

Machiavelli  

Virtu, Religion, Republicanism  

Presentation themes: morality and statecraft; vice and virtue  

VI. Possessive Individualism  

Hobbes  

Human nature, State of Nature, Social Contract, State  

Presentation themes: State of nature; social contract; Leviathan; atomistic individuals.  

Locke  



Laws of Nature, Natural Rights, Property,  

Presentation themes: Natural rights; right to dissent; justification of property  

Readings:  

T. Ball, (2004) ‘History and Interpretation’ in C. Kukathas and G. Gaus, (eds.) Handbook of 

Political Theory, London: Sage Publications Ltd. pp. 18-30.  

B. Constant, (1833) ‘The Liberty of the Ancients Compared with that of the Moderns’, in D. 

Boaz, (ed), (1997) The Libertarian Reader, New York: The Free Press.  

Additional Readings:  

J. Coleman, (2000) ‘Introduction’, in A History of Political Thought: From Ancient Greece to 

Early Christianity, Oxford: Blackwell Publishers, pp. 1-20.  

Q. Skinner, (2010) ‘Preface’, in The Foundations of Modern Political Thought Volume I, 

Cambridge: Cambridge University Press pp. ix-xv.  

A. Skoble and T. Machan, (2007) Political Philosophy: Essential Selections. New Delhi: 

Pearson Education, pp. 9-32. 32  

 

R. Kraut, (1996) ‘Introduction to the study of Plato’, in R. Kraut (ed.) The Cambridge 

Companion to Plato. Cambridge: Cambridge University Press, pp. 1-50.  

C. Reeve, (2009) ‘Plato’, in D. Boucher and P. Kelly, (eds) Political Thinkers: From Socrates 

to the Present, Oxford: Oxford University Press, pp. 62-80  

S. Okin, (1992) ‘Philosopher Queens and Private Wives’, in S. Okin Women in Western 

Political Thought, Princeton: Princeton University Press, pp. 28-50  

R. Kraut, (1996) ‘The Defence of Justice in Plato's Republic’, in R. Kraut (ed.) The 

Cambridge Companion to Plato. Cambridge: Cambridge University Press, pp. 311-337T.  

Saunders, (1996) ‘Plato's Later Political Thought’, in R. Kraut (ed.) The Cambridge 

Companion to Plato. Cambridge: Cambridge University Press, pp. 464-492.  

A. Skoble and T. Machan, (2007) Political Philosophy: Essential Selections. New Delhi: 

Pearson Education, pp. 53-64.  

T. Burns, (2009) ‘Aristotle’, in D. Boucher, and P. Kelly, (eds) Political Thinkers: From 

Socrates to the Present. Oxford: Oxford University Press, pp.81-99.  

C. Taylor, (1995) ‘Politics’, in J. Barnes (ed.), The Cambridge Companion to Aristotle. 

Cambridge: Cambridge University Press, pp. 232-258  

J. Coleman, (2000) ‘Aristotle’, in J. Coleman A History of Political Thought: From Ancient 

Greece to Early Christianity, Oxford: Blackwell Publishers, pp.120-186  

D. Hutchinson, (1995) ‘Ethics’, in J. Barnes, (ed.), The Cambridge Companion to Aristotle 

Cambridge: Cambridge University Press, pp. 195-232.  

A. Skoble and T. Machan, (2007) Political Philosophy: Essential Selections. New Delhi: 

Pearson Education, pp. 124-130  

Q. Skinner, (2000) ‘The Adviser to Princes’, in Machiavelli: A Very Short Introduction, 

Oxford: Oxford University Press, pp. 23-53  

J. Femia, (2009) ‘Machiavelli’, in D. Boucher, and P. Kelly, (eds) Political Thinkers: From 

Socrates to the Present. Oxford: Oxford University Press, pp. 163-184  

Q. Skinner, (2000) ‘The Theorist of Liberty’, in Machiavelli: A Very Short Introduction. 

Oxford: Oxford University Press, pp. 54-87.  

A. Skoble and T. Machan, (2007) Political Philosophy: Essential Selections. New Delhi: 

Pearson Education pp. 131-157.  

D. Baumgold, (2009) ‘Hobbes’, in D. Boucher and P. Kelly (eds) Political Thinkers: From 

Socrates to the Present. Oxford: Oxford University Press, pp. 189-206.  

C. Macpherson (1962) The Political Theory of Possessive Individualism: Hobbes to Locke. 

Oxford University Press, Ontario, pp. 17-29.  



Additional Readings: I. Hampsher-Monk, (2001) ‘Thomas Hobbes’, in A History of Modern 

Political Thought: Major Political Thinkers from Hobbes to Marx, Oxford: Blackwell 

Publishers, pp. 1-67. 33  

 

A. Ryan, (1996) ‘Hobbes's political philosophy’, in T. Sorell, (ed.) Cambridge Companion to 

Hobbes. Cambridge: Cambridge University Press, pp. 208-245.  

A. Skoble and T. Machan, (2007) Political Philosophy: Essential Selections. New Delhi: 

Pearson Education, pp. 181-209.  

J. Waldron, (2009) ‘John Locke’, in D. Boucher and P. Kelly, (eds) Political Thinkers: From 

Socrates to the Present. Oxford: Oxford University Press, pp. 207-224  

C. Macpherson, (1962) The Political Theory of Possessive Individualism: Hobbes to Locke. 

Oxford University Press, Ontario, pp. 194-214.  

Additional Readings: R. Ashcraft, (1999) ‘Locke's Political Philosophy’, in V. Chappell (ed.) 

The Cambridge Companion to Locke, Cambridge. Cambridge University Press, pp. 226-251.  

1. Hampsher-Monk, (2001) A History of Modern Political Thought: Major Political 

Thinkers from Hobbes to Marx, Oxford: Blackwell Publishers, pp. 69-116. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Indian Political Thought-I 

 

SECTION I  

1. Traditions in Ancient and Medieval Thought  

a. Brahmanic (Ved Vyasa) and Shramanic (Aggannasutta)  

b. Islamic and Syncretic (Kabir)  

2. Manu: Social Laws  

3. Kautilya: Theory of Circle of States; Foreign Policy  

4. Barani: Ideal Polity  

5. Abul Fazal: Monarchy  

 

SECTION II  

6. Introduction to Modern Indian Political Thought  

7. Rammohan Roy: Liberalism  

8. Phule: Critique of Brahminism  

9. Pandita Ramabai: Gender  

10. Bankimchandra Chatterjee: Nationalism  

11. Aurobindo: Passive Resistance  

 

Readings:  



B. Parekh, (1986) ‘Some Reflections on the Hindu Tradition of Political Thought’, in T. 

Pantham, and K. Deutsch (eds.), Political Thought in Modern India, New Delhi: Sage 

Publications, pp. 17- 31.  

A. Altekar, (1958) ‘The Kingship’, in State and Government in Ancient India, 3rd edition, 

Delhi: Motilal Banarsidass, pp. 75-108.  

M. Shakir, (1986) ‘Dynamics of Muslim Political Thought’, in T. Pantham, and K. Deutsch 

(eds.), Political Thought in Modern India, New Delhi: Sage Publications, pp. 142- 160  

G. Pandey, (1978) Sraman Tradition: Its History and Contribution to Indian Culture, 

Ahmedabad: L. D. Institute of Indology, pp. 52-73.  

S. Saberwal, (2008) ‘Medieval Legacy’, in Spirals of Contention, New Delhi: Routledge, 

pp.1- 31  

The Mahabharata (2004), Vol. 7 (Book XI and Book XII, Part II), Chicago and London: 

University of Chicago Press.  

V. Varma, (1974) Studies in Hindu Political Thought and Its Metaphysical Foundations, 

Delhi: Motilal Banarsidass, pp. 211- 230.  

B. Chaturvedi, (2006) ‘Dharma-The Foundation of Raja-Dharma, Law and Governance’, in 

The Mahabharta: An Inquiry in the Human Condition, Delhi: Orient Longman, pp. 418- 464.  

Manu, (2006) ‘Rules for Times of Adversity’, in P. Olivelle, (ed. & trans.) Manu’s Code of 

Law: A Critical Edition and Translation of the Manava- Dharamsastra, New Delhi: OUP, pp. 

208- 213. 35  

 

V. Mehta, (1992) ‘The Cosmic Vision: Manu’, in Foundations of Indian Political Thought, 

Delhi: Manohar, pp. 23- 39.  

R. Sharma, ( 1991) ‘Varna in Relation to Law and Politics (c 600 BC-AD 500)’, in Aspects 

of Political Ideas and Institutions in Ancient India, Delhi: Motilal Banarsidass, pp. 233- 251.  

P. Olivelle, (2006) ‘Introduction’, in Manu’s Code of Law: A Critical Edition and Translation 

of the Manava –Dharmasastra, Delhi: Oxford University Press, pp. 3- 50.  

Kautilya, (1997) ‘The Elements of Sovereignty’ in R. Kangle (ed. and trns.), Arthasastra of 

Kautilya, New Delhi: Motilal Publishers, pp. 511- 514.  

V. Mehta, (1992) ‘The Pragmatic Vision: Kautilya and His Successor’, in Foundations of 

Indian Political Thought, Delhi: Manohar, pp. 88- 109.  

R. Kangle, (1997) Arthashastra of Kautilya-Part-III: A Study, Delhi: Motilal Banarsidass, 

rpt., pp. 116- 142.  

J. Spellman, (1964) ‘Principle of Statecraft’, in Political Theory of Ancient India: A Study of 

Kingship from the Earliest time to Ceirca AD 300, Oxford: Clarendon Press, pp. 132- 170. S. 

Collins, (ed), (2001) Agganna Sutta: An Annotated Translation, New Delhi: Sahitya 

Academy, pp. 44-49.  

S. Collins, (2001) ‘General Introduction’, in Agganna Sutta: The Discussion on What is 

Primary (An Annotated Translation from Pali), Delhi: Sahitya Akademi, pp. 1- 26.  

B. Gokhale, (1966) ‘The Early Buddhist View of the State’, in The Journal of Asian Studies, 

Vol. XXVI, (1), pp. 15- 22.  

L. Jayasurya, ‘Budhism, Politics and Statecraft’, Available at 

ftp.buddhism.org/Publications/.../Voll1_03_Laksiri%20Jayasuriya.pdf,Accessed: 

19.04.2013.  

I. Habib, (1998) ‘Ziya Barni’s Vision of the State’, in The Medieval History Journal, Vol. 2, 

(1), pp. 19- 36.  

M. Alam, (2004) ‘Sharia Akhlaq’, in The Languages of Political Islam in India 1200- 1800, 

Delhi: Permanent Black, pp. 26- 43 A. Fazl, (1873) The Ain-i Akbari (translated by H. 

Blochmann), Calcutta: G. H. Rouse, pp. 47- 57.  



V. Mehta, (1992) ‘The Imperial Vision: Barni and Fazal’, in Foundations of Indian Political 

Thought, Delhi: Manohar, pp. 134- 156.  

M. Alam, (2004) ‘Sharia in Naserean Akhlaq’, in Languages of Political Islam in India1200- 

1800, Delhi: Permanent Black, pp. 46- 69.  

I. Habib, (1998) ‘Two Indian Theorist of The State: Barani and Abul Fazal’, in Proceedings 

of the Indian History Congress. Patiala, pp. 15- 39.  

Kabir. (2002) The Bijak of Kabir, (translated by L. Hess and S. Singh), Delhi: Oxford 

University Press, No. 30, 97, pp. 50- 51 & 69- 70. 36  

 

V. Mehta, (1992) Foundation of Indian Political Thought, Delhi: Manohar, pp. 157- 183.  

G. Omvedt, (2008) ‘Kabir and Ravidas, Envisioning Begumpura’, in Seeking Begumpura: 

The Social Vision of Anti Caste Intellectual, Delhi: Navayana, pp. 91- 107.  

L. Hess and S. Singh, (2002) ‘Introduction’, in The Bijak of Kabir, New Delhi: Oxford 

University Press, pp. 3- 35. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Foundations of Peace and Conflict Studies 

1. Evolution of Peace and Conflict Studies  

2. Contending Issues of Peace and Conflict  

3. Theories of Conflict Resolution  

4. Sources and Levels of Conflict  

5. Challenges to Peace in contemporary world: few case studies  

 

References:  

Barash, David P. (2002), Webel, Charles, Peace and Conflict Studies, California: Sage  

David Barasch (ed.), Approaches to Peace: A Reader in Peace Studies.  

Dennis J.D. Sandole Sean Byrne, Ingrid Sandole-Staroste (ed.), (2009), Handbook of Conflict 

Analysis and Resolution, Oxford: Routledge  

Doucet, Ian (1996), Thinking About Conflict, Resource Pack for Conflict Transformation: 

International Alert.  

Elise Boulding (ed.) New Agendas for Peace Research: Conflict and Security Reexamined 

(Boulder: Lynne Rienner)  

Fukuyama, F., (1992), The End of History and the last Man, New York: Free Press.  

Huntington, Samuel (1996), The Clash of Civilizations and the remaking of World Order, 

New York: Simon & Schuster.  



Jacob Bercovitch, Victor Kremenyuk, I William Zartman (eds.) (2009), The Sage Handbook 

of Conflict Resolution, London: Sage  

Jeong, Ho-Won (2008), Understanding Conflict and Conflict Analysis, (London: Sage)  

Johan Galtung, Theories of Peace: A Synthetic Approach to Peace.  

Lake, David and Donald Rothchild (1996), “Containing Fear: The Origins and Management 

of Ethnic Conflict”, International Security, 21 (2), Autumn, p.41-75.  

Ranabir Samaddar (ed.) (2004), Peace Studies: Peace Studies: An Introduction To the 

Concept, Scope, and Themes, New Delhi: Sage.  

Samir Das(ed.), South Asian Peace Studies, Vol.II: Peace Accords and Peace Processes.  

Van Evera, Stephen (1994), “Hypotheses on Nationalism and War”, International Security, 

18 (4), Spring.  

Wallenstein, Peter (2007), Understanding Conflict Resolution. 2nd ed. (London: Sage 

Publications).  

Zartman, I. William (2007), Peace Making in International Conflict, Washington, USIP. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Foundations of Political Economy 

1. Theories of the State, politics and economics  

2. Marxist Approach: Marxist economics and Value Theory  

3. Welfare economics and State  

4. Post Structural theories of capitalism  

5. Institutionalism  

 

References:  

Berlin, Isaiah. "Two Concepts of Liberty." In Four Essays on Liberty. New York, Oxford 

University Press, 1990.  

Friedman, Milton. Capitalism and Freedom. Chicago, IL: University of Chicago Press, 1982, 

pp. 1-55, 108-37, and 161-90.  

Hayek, Frederich. Chapters 1, 2, 4, and 5 in Individualism and Economic Order. Chicago, IL: 

University of Chicago Press, 1996.  

Howard, M. C., and J. E. King. The Political Economy of Marx. New York, NY: New York 

University Press, 1988, pp. 1-180.  

J.K. Gibson-Graham, Stephen Resnick, and Richard Wolff, "Toward a Poststructuralist 

Political Economy," pps 1-22 of GGRW North Douglas.  



Keynes, J. M. "The Great Slump of 1930," "Economy," and "The End of LaissezLaissez-

Faire." In Essays in Persuasion. pp. 126-50, 126-50, and 272-95  

Locke, John. Chapters 1-5, and 7-9 in Second Treatise on Civil Government. The Editorium, 

2010.  

Marx, Karl and Friedrich Engels. "The Communist Manifesto." In The Marx-Engels Reader 

(Second Edition).1978, pp. 469-500.  

Marx, Karl. The Eighteenth Brumaire of Louis Napoleon. Translated by D. D. L. Create 

Space, 2011.  

Polanyi, Karl. Chapters 3-14 in The Great Transformation: The Political and Economic 

Origins of Our Time. Boston, MA: Beacon Press, 2001.  

Weber, Max. Introduction and chapters 1-3, and 5 in The Protestant Ethic and the Spirit of 

Capitalism, 2010. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Dilemmas in Politics 

 

Course Objective: This course is designed to explore, analyze and evaluate some of the 

central issues, values and debates in the/ contemporary world that has a bearing on normative 

political inquiry. The eight issues selected as dilemmas, though not exhaustive, are some of 

the salient ones discussed across societies.  

I. The Moral Economy of Violence: Community and State Spaces  

II. The Politics of Exclusion  

III. Majoritarianism and Democracy  

IV. Ecology and Political Responsibility  

V. Capabilities and the Politics of Empowerment  

VI. Global Justice and Cosmopolitanism  

VII. Legitimacy of Humanitarian Intervention  

Readings:  

Gunn, R. (1993) ‘Politics and Violence’, in Bellamy, R. (ed.) Theories and Concepts in 

Politics: An Introduction. New York: Manchester University Press, pp. 265-292.  

Tilly, Ch. (2003) Politics of Collective Violence. New York: Cambridge University Press, pp. 

1-54.  



Ungar, M., Bermanzohn, S. A. and Worcester, K. (2002) ‘Violence and Politics’ in Ungar, 

M., Bermanzohn, S. A. and Worcester, K. (eds.) Violence and Politics: Globalization’s 

Paradox. New York: Routledge, pp. 1-12.  

Fanon, F. (1963) The Wretched of the Earth. New York: Grove Press.  

Sen, A. (2000) Social Exclusion: Concept, Application, and Scrutiny. Social Development 

Papers No. 1 (June), Asian Development Bank. I  

Orend, B. (2002) Human Rights: Concept and Context. Peterborough: Broadview Press, 

pp.15- 190.  

Byrre, D. J. (2003) Human Rights, New Delhi: Pearson, pp. 1-71.  

Eckersley, R. (1992) Environmentalism and Political Theory: Towards an Ecocentric 

Approach, London: UCL Press, pp. 1-71.  

Clark, M. (1993) ‘Environmentalism’, in Bellamy, R. (ed.) Theories and Concepts in Politics: 

An Introduction. New York: Manchester University Press, pp. 243-264.  

Bryant, R. L. & Bailey, S. (1997) Third World Political Ecology: An Introduction, London: 

Routledge, pp. 27-47.  

Jamieson, D. (2008) ‘Environment’, in McKinnon, C. (ed.) Issues in Political Theory, New 

York: Oxford University Press, pp. 313-335.  

Sen, A. (1995) Inequality Reexamined. New Delhi: Oxford University Press, pp. 39-55, 73-

87.  

Sen, A.(1998) Development as Freedom. New Delhi: Oxford University Press, pp. 87-110.  

Weissberg, R. (1999) The Politics of Empowerment. London: Greeenwood Publishing 

Group, pp. 1-86. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Nation and Nationalism 

1. Origin of Nationalism in the West  

a. Anderson  

b. Hobsbawm  

2. Development of Nationalism in Post-Colonial Societies  

a. Partha Chatterjee  

3. Theories of Nationalism  

a. Hans Kohn  

b. Gellner  

4. Diaspora and Nationalism  

5. Nationalism: Challenges and Critique  

 

References:  

Anthony D Smith, The Ethnic Origins of Nations  

Benedict Anderson, Imagined Communities  

Benedict Anderson, Spectres of Comparison  

Eric Hobsbawm, Nations and Nationalism Since 1780  



Ernest Gellner, Nations and Nationalism  

Michael Leifer, Asian Nationalism 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Women, Power and Politics 

1. Understanding Patriarchy: Conceptual Debates  

 

a. Sex-Gender Debates  

b. Public and Private  

2. Feminism: Basic Approaches  

 

a. Liberal  

b. Socialist  

c. Radical  

e. Postcolonial  

3. Gender, Family and Community  

4. Work, Gender and Development  

 

a. Domestic & Reproductive Work  

b. Sex Work  

c. Feminization of Poverty  

5. Gender and Violence  



 

a. Domestic violence  

b. Women, conflict, militarization  

6. Gender Movement in India: Perspectives and Debates  

a. Women’s Movements in India  

b. Dalit Feminism  

c. LGBTQ  

 

Readings:  

T. Shinde, (1993) ‘Stree Purusha Tulna’, in K. Lalitha and Susie Tharu (eds), Women 

Writing in India, New Delhi, Oxford University Press, pp. 221-234  

U. Chakravarti, (2001) ‘Pitrasatta Par ek Note’, in S. Arya, N. Menon & J. Lokneeta (eds.) 

Naarivaadi Rajneeti: Sangharsh evam Muddey, University of Delhi: Hindi Medium 

Implementation Board, pp.1-7  

V Geetha, (2002) Gender, Kolkata, Stree, pp. 1-20  

M. Kosambi, (2007) Crossing the Threshold, New Delhi, Permanent Black, pp. 3-10; 40-46  

N. Menon, (2008) ‘Power’, in R. Bhargava and A. Acharya (eds), Political Theory: An 

Introduction, Delhi: Pearson, pp.148-157  

B. Hooks, (2010) ‘Feminism: A Movement to End Sexism’, in C. Mc Cann and S. Kim (eds), 

The Feminist Reader: Local and Global Perspectives, New York: Routledge, pp. 51-57 R. 

Delmar, (2005) ‘What is Feminism?’, in W. Kolmar & F. Bartkowski (eds) Feminist Theory: 

A Reader, pp. 27-37  

R. Palriwala, (2008) ‘Economics and Patriliny: Consumption and Authority within the 

Household’ in M. John. (ed) Women's Studies in India, New Delhi: Penguin, pp. 414-423 49  

 

U. Chakravarti, (2003) Gendering Caste through a Feminist Len, Kolkata, Stree, pp. 139-

159.  

C. MacKinnon, ‘The Liberal State’ from Towards a Feminist Theory of State, Available at 

http://fair-use.org/catharine-mackinnon/toward-a-feminist-theory-of-the-state/chapter-8, 

Accessed: 19.04.2013.  

K. Millet, (1968) Sexual Politics, Available at 

http://www.marxists.org/subject/women/authors/millett-kate/sexual-politics.htm, Accessed: 

19.04.2013.  

N. Menon (2008) ‘Gender’, in R. Bhargava and A. Acharya (eds), Political Theory: An 

Introduction, New Delhi: Pearson, pp. 224-233  

R. Hussain, (1988) ‘Sultana’s Dream’, in Sultana’s Dream and Selections from the Secluded 

Ones – translated by Roushan Jahan, New York: The Feminist Press S. Ray ‘Understanding 

Patriarchy’, Available at 

http://www.du.ac.in/fileadmin/DU/Academics/course_material/hrge_06.pdf, Accessed: 

19.04.2013.  

S. de Beauvoir (1997) Second Sex, London: Vintage.  

Saheli Women’s Centre, (2007) Talking Marriage, Caste and Community: Women’s Voices 

from Within, New Delhi: monograph  

I. Agnihotri and V. Mazumdar, (1997) ‘Changing the Terms of Political Discourse: Women’s 

Movement in India, 1970s-1990s’, Economic and Political Weekly, 30 (29), pp. 1869-1878.  

R. Kapur, (2012) ‘Hecklers to Power? The Waning of Liberal Rights and Challenges to 

Feminism in India’, in A. Loomba South Asian Feminisms, Durham and London: Duke 

University Press, pp. 333-355  

N. Menon, (2004) ‘Sexual Violence: Escaping the Body’, in Recovering Subversion, New 

Delhi: Permanent Black, pp. 106-165  



P. Swaminathan, (2012) ‘Introduction’, in Women and Work, Hyderabad: Orient Blackswan, 

pp.1-17  

J. Tronto, (1996) ‘Care as a Political Concept’, in N. Hirschmann and C. Stephano, 

Revisioning the Political, Boulder: Westview Press, pp. 139-156  

Darbar Mahila Samanwaya Committee, Kolkata (2011) ‘Why the so-called Immoral Traffic 

(Preventive) Act of India Should be Repealed’, in P. Kotiswaran, Sex Work, New Delhi, 

Women Unlimited, pp. 259-262  

N. Jameela, (2011) ‘Autobiography of a Sex Worker’, in P. Kotiswaran, Sex Work, New 

Delhi: Women Unlimited, pp. 225-241  

C. Zetkin, ‘Proletarian Woman’, Available at 

http://www.marxists.org/archive/zetkin/1896/10/women.htm, Accessed: 19.04.2013. F. 

Engles, Family, Private Property and State, Available at 

http://readingfromtheleft.com/PDF/EngelsOrigin.pdf, Accessed: 19.04.2013.  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Understanding South Asia 

Course Objective: The course introduces the historical legacies and geopolitics of South Asia 

as a region. It imparts an understanding of political regime types as well as the socio-

economic issues of the region in a comparative framework. The course also apprises students 

of the common challenges and the strategies deployed to deal with them by countries in 

South Asia.  

I. South Asia- Understanding South Asia as a Region  

a. Historical and Colonial Legacies  

b. Geopolitics of South Asia  

 

II. Politics and Governance  

a. Regime types: democracy, authoritarianism, monarchy  

b. Emerging constitutional practices: federal experiments in Pakistan; constitutional debate in 

Nepal and Bhutan; devolution debate in Sri Lanka  

 

III. Socio-Economic Issues  

a. Communal Politics, Identity politics and economic deprivation: challenges and impacts 

(case studies of Pakistan, Bangladesh, Nepal, Sri Lanka)  

 

IV. Regional Issues and Challenges  



a. South Asian Association for Regional Cooperation (SAARC): problems and prospects  

b. Terrorism  

c. Migration  

 

Readings:  

Hewitt, V. (1992) ‘Introduction’, in The International Politics of South Asia. Manchester: 

Manchester University Press, pp.1-10.  

Hewitt, V. (2010) ‘International Politics of South Asia’ in Brass, P. (ed.) Routledge 

Handbook of South Asian Politics. London: Routledge, pp.399-418.  

Muni, S.D. (2003) ‘South Asia as a Region’, South Asian Journal, 1(1), August-September, 

pp. 1-6  

Baxter, C. (ed.) (1986) The Government and Politics of South Asia. London: Oxford 

University Press, pp.376-394.  

Baxter, C. (2010) ‘Introduction’, Brass, P. (ed.) Routledge Handbook of South Asian Politics. 

London: Routledge, pp.1-24  

De Silva, K.M. (2001)‘The Working of Democracy in South Asia’, in Panandikar, V.A (ed.) 

Problems of Governance in South Asia. New Delhi: Centre for Policy Research & Konark 

Publishing House, pp. 46-88.  

Wilson, J. (2003) ‘Sri Lanka: Ethnic Strife and the Politics of Space’, in Coakley, J. (ed.) The 

Territorial Management of Ethnic Conflict. Oregon: Frank Cass, pp. 173-193.  

Mendis, D. (2008) ‘South Asian Democracies in Transition’, in Mendis, D. (ed.) Electoral 

Processes and Governance in South Asia. New Delhi: Sage, pp.15-52. 52  

 

Subramanyam, K. (2001) ‘Military and Governance in South Asia’, in V.A (ed.) Problems of 

Governance in South Asia. New Delhi: Centre for Policy Research & Konark Publishing 

House, pp.201-208.  

Hachethi, K. and Gellner, D.N.(2010) ‘Nepal : Trajectories of Democracy and Restructuring 

of the State’, in Brass, P. (ed.) Routledge Handbook of South Asian Politics. London: 

Routledge, pp. 131-146.  

Kukreja, V. 2011. ‘Federalism in Pakistan’, in Saxena R. (ed.) Varieties of Federal 

Governance. New Delhi: Foundation Books, pp. 104-130.  

Jha, N.K. (2008) ‘Domestic Turbulence in Nepal: Origin, Dimensions and India’s Policy 

Options’, in Kukreja, V. and Singh, M.P. (eds.) Democracy, Development and Discontent in 

South Asia. New Delhi: Sage, pp. 264-281.  

Burki, S.J. (2010) ‘Pakistan’s Politics and its Economy’, in Brass, P. (ed.) Routledge 

Handbook of South Asian Politics. London: Routledge, pp. 83-97.  

Kaul, N. (2008)‘Bearing Better Witness in Bhutan’, Economic and Political Weekly, 13 

September, pp. 67-69.  

Phadnis, U.(1986) ‘Ethnic Conflicts in South Asian States’, in Muni, S.D. et.al. (eds.) 

Domestic Conflicts in South Asia : Political, Economic and Ethnic Dimensions. Vol. 2. New 

Delhi: South Asian Publishers, pp.100-119.  

Kukreja, V. (2003) Contemporary Pakistan. New Delhi: Sage, pp. 75-111 and 112-153.  

Narayan, S. (2010) ‘SAARC and South Asia Economic Integration’, in Muni, S.D. (ed.) 

Emerging dimensions of SAARC. New Delhi: Foundation Books, pp. 32-50.  

Muni, S.D. and Jetley, R. (2010) ‘SAARC prospects: the Changing Dimensions’, in Muni, 

S.D. (ed.) Emerging dimensions of SAARC. New Delhi: Foundation Books, pp. 1-31.  

Baral, L.R. (2006) ‘Responding to Terrorism: Political and Social Consequences in South 

Asia’, in Muni, S.D. (ed.) Responding to terrorism in South Asia. New Delhi: Manohar, 

pp.301-332.  



Muni, S.D. (2006) ‘Responding to Terrorism: An Overview’, in Muni, S.D. (ed.) Responding 

to terrorism in South Asia. New Delhi: Manohar, pp.453-469.  

Hoyt, T.D. (2005) ‘The War on Terrorism: Implications for South Asia’, in Hagerty, D.T. 

(ed.) South Asia in World Politics. Lanham: Roman and Littlefield Publishers, pp.281-295.  

Lama, M. (2003) ‘Poverty, Migration and Conflict: Challenges to Human Security in South 

Asia’, in Chari, P.R. and Gupta, S. (eds.) Human Security in South Asia: Gender, Energy, 

Migration and Globalisation. New Delhi: Social Science Press, pp. 124-144  

Acharya, J. and Bose, T.K. (2001) ‘The New Search for a Durable Solution for Refugees: 

South Asia’, in Samaddar, S. and Reifeld, H. (eds.) Peace as Process: Reconciliation and 

Conflict Resolution in South Asia. New Delhi: Vedams ,pp-137-157 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

6TH SEMESTER 

Modern Political Philosophy 

 

I. Modernity and its discourses  

This section will introduce students to the idea of modernity and the discourses around 

modernity.  

II. Romantics  

a. Jean Jacques Rousseau  

Presentation themes: General Will; local or direct democracy; self-government; origin of 

inequality.  

b. Mary Wollstonecraft  

Presentation themes: Women and paternalism; critique of Rousseau’s idea of education; 

legal rights  

III. Utilitarian and Liberal socialist  

a. Bentham.  

b. John Stuart Mill  

Presentation themes: Liberty, suffrage and subjection of women, right of minorities; utility 

principle.  

IV. Idealist  

a. Hegel  



V. Radicals  

a. Karl Marx and Engels  

Presentation themes: Alienation; difference with other kinds of materialism; class struggle  

b. Alexandra Kollontai  

Presentation themes: Winged and wingless Eros; proletarian woman; socialization of 

housework; disagreement with Lenin  

Readings: I. Kant. (1784) ‘What is Enlightenment?,’ available at 

http://theliterarylink.com/kant.html, Accessed: 19.04.2013  

S. Hall (1992) ‘Introduction’, in Formations of Modernity UK: Polity Press pages 1-16  

B. Nelson, (2008) Western Political Thought. New York: Pearson Longman, pp. 221-255.  

M. Keens-Soper, (2003) ‘Jean Jacques Rousseau: The Social Contract’, in M. Forsyth and M. 

Keens-Soper, (eds) A Guide to the Political Classics: Plato to Rousseau. New York: Oxford 

University Press, pp. 171-202.  

C. Jones, (2002) ‘Mary Wollstonecraft’s Vindications and their Political Tradition’ in C. 

Johnson, (ed.) The Cambridge Companion to Mary Wollstonecraft, Cambridge: Cambridge 

University Press, pp. 42-58.  

S. Ferguson, (1999) ‘The Radical Ideas of Mary Wollstonecraft’, in Canadian Journal of 

Political Science XXXII (3), pp. 427-50, Available at 

http://digitalcommons.ryerson.ca/politics, Accessed: 19.04.2013. H. Magid, (1987) ‘John 

Stuart Mill’, in L. Strauss and J. Cropsey, (eds), History of Political Philosophy, 2nd edition. 

Chicago: Chicago University Press, pp. 784-801. 38  

 

P. Kelly, (2003) ‘J.S. Mill on Liberty’, in D. Boucher, and P. Kelly, (eds.) Political Thinkers: 

From Socrates to the Present. New York: Oxford University Press, pp. 324-359.  

J. Cropsey, (1987) ‘Karl Marx’, in L. Strauss and J. Cropsey, (eds) History of Political 

Philosophy, 2ndEdition. Chicago: Chicago University Press, pp. 802-828.  

L. Wilde, (2003) ‘Early Marx’, in D. Boucher and P. Kelly, P. (eds) Political Thinkers: From 

Socrates to the Present. New York: Oxford University Press, pp. 404-435.  

V. Bryson, (1992) ‘Marxist Feminism in Russia’ in Feminist Political Theory, London: 

Palgrave Macmillan, pp. 114-122  

C. Sypnowich, (1993) ‘Alexandra Kollontai and the Fate of Bolshevik Feminism’ Labour/Le 

Travail Vol. 32 (Fall 1992) pp. 287-295  

A. Kollontai (1909), The Social Basis of the Woman Question, Available at 

http://www.marxists.org/archive/kollonta/1909/social-basis.htm, Accessed: 19.04.2013  

Bloom, (1987) ‘Jean-Jacques Rousseau’, in Strauss, L. and Cropsey, J. (eds.) History of 

Political Philosophy, 2nd edition. Chicago: Chicago University Press, pp. 559-580.  

Selections from A Vindication of the Rights of Woman, Available at 

http://oregonstate.edu/instruct/phl302/texts/wollstonecraft/womana.html#CHAPTER%20II, 

Accessed: 19.04.2013.  

A. Skoble and T. Machan, (2007) Political Philosophy: Essential Selections, New Delhi: 

Pearson Education, pp. 328-354.  

B. Ollman (1991) Marxism: An Uncommon Introduction, New Delhi: Sterling Publishers.  

G. Blakely and V. Bryson (2005) Marx and Other Four Letter Words, London: Pluto  

A. Skoble, and T. Machan, (2007) Political Philosophy: Essential Selections, New Delhi: 

Pearson Education, pp. 286-327.  

A. Kollontai, (1977) ‘Social Democracy and the Women’s Question’, in Selected Writings of 

Alexandra Kollontai, London: Allison & Busby, pp. 29-74.  

A. Kollontai, (1977) ‘Make Way for Winged Eros: A Letter to the Youth’, in Selected 

Writings of Alexandra Kollontai Allison & Busby, pp. 201-292.  



C. Porter, (1980) Alexandra Kollontai: The Lonely Struggle of the Woman who defied Lenin, 

New York: Dutton Children’s Books. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Indian Political Thought-II 

 

1. Tagore: Critique of Nationalism  

2. Gandhi: Swaraj  

3. Ambedkar: Social Justice  

4. Vivekananda: Ideal Society  

5. Savarkar: Hindutva  

6. Iqbal: Community and Pan-Islamism  

7. Nehru: Secularism  

8. Lohia: Socialism  

9. M. N. Roy: Radical Humanism  

10. Jayaprakash Narayan: Partyless Democracy  

 

Readings:  

V. Mehta and T. Pantham (eds.), (2006) ‘A Thematic Introduction to Political Ideas in 

Modern India: Thematic Explorations, History of Science, Philosophy and Culture in Indian 

civilization’ Vol. 10, Part: 7, New Delhi: Sage Publications, pp. xxvii-ixi.  



D. Dalton, (1982) ‘Continuity of Innovation’, in Indian Idea of Freedom: Political Thought of 

Swami Vivekananda, Aurobindo Ghose, Rabindranath Tagore and Mahatma Gandhi, 

Academic Press: Gurgaon, pp. 1-28.  

R. Roy, (1991) ‘The Precepts of Jesus, the Guide to Peace and Happiness’, S. Hay, (ed.) 

Sources of Indian Tradition, Vol. 2. Second Edition. New Delhi: Penguin, pp. 24-29.  

C. Bayly, (2010) ‘Rammohan and the Advent of Constitutional Liberalism in India 1800-

1830’, in Sh. Kapila (ed.), An intellectual History for India, New Delhi: Cambridge 

University Press, pp. 18- 34.  

T. Pantham, (1986) ‘The Socio-Religious Thought of Rammohan Roy’, in Th. Panthom and 

K. Deutsch, (eds.) Political Thought in Modern India, New Delhi: Sage, pp.32-52.  

S. Sarkar, (1985) ‘Rammohan Roy and the break With the Past’, in A Critique on colonial 

India, Calcutta: Papyrus, pp. 1-17.  

P. Ramabai, (2000) ‘Woman’s Place in Religion and Society’, in M. Kosambi (ed.), Pandita 

Ramabai Through her Own Words: Selected Works, New Delhi: Oxford University Press, pp. 

150-155.  

M. Kosambi, (1988) ‘Women’s Emancipation and Equality: Pandita Ramabai’s Contribution 

to Women’s Cause’, in Economic and Political Weekly, Vol. 23(44), pp. 38-49.  

U. Chakravarti, (2007) Pandita Ramabai - A Life and a Time, New Delhi: Critical Quest, pp. 

1- 40.  

G. Omvedt, (2008) ‘Ramabai: Women in the Kingdom of God’, in Seeking Begumpura: The 

Social Vision of Anti Caste Intellectuals, New Delhi: Navayana. pp. 205-224. S. 

Vivekananda, (2007) ‘The Real and the Apparent Man’, S. Bodhasarananda (ed.), Selections 

from the Complete Works of Swami Vivekananda, Kolkata: Advaita Ashrama, pp. 126-129.  

A. Sen, (2003) ‘Swami Vivekananda on History and Society’, in Swami Vivekananda, Delhi: 

Oxford University Press, pp. 62- 79. 40  

 

H. Rustav, (1998) ‘Swami Vivekananda and the Ideal Society’, in W. Radice (ed.), Swami 

Vivekananda and the Modernisation of Hinduism, Delhi: Oxford University Press, pp. 264- 

280.  

Raghuramaraju, (2007) ‘Swami and Mahatma, Paradigms: State and Civil Society’, in 
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Development Process and Social Movements in Contemporary India 
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